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Connecticut University Removes Patriotic Flags From
Students’ Window

Twitter

Trinity College in Hartford, Connecticut, was
the scene of yet another “woke” attack on
patriotism in the United States. While flags
representing LGBTQ pride and Black Lives
Matter hung all over the campus, employees
of the university were sent to remove a
United States flag bearing the famous
Gadsen symbol — a coiled rattlesnake with
the words “Don’t Tread on Me” — and a
“Blue Line, Green Line, Red Line” flag in
support of police, military, and firefighters.

The flags were put up on October 26 and
removed the next day. The women charged
with removing the flags reportedly said that
hanging them constituted a safety danger.

Roommates Finn McCole and Lucas Turco hung the flags when they noted the flags of left-wing causes
hanging from other dorm windows at the school.

But that act of patriotism was too much for Trinity’s administration to bear, so they sent staffers
Veronica Hills and Susan Salisbury on a mission to remove the flags. Standing on a ladder removing the
flags, Hill told the two students, “You are directed to take it down. The Dean’s office has requested …
everyone’s going to be requested,” Hill told the students, who filmed the episode over her protests.

The university employee told the students to put their phones away in an attempt to get them to stop
filming the incident, but they continued to film, arguing that they had a First Amendment right to do so.
Hill attempted to confiscate the flags and take them to the dean’s office, but it appears as if the
students were able to get them back.

“They had LGBTQ flags, they had transgender flags, BLM flags,” Turco told Fox News’ Jesse Watters.
“We have no problem with any of those flags hanging. We believe that everyone has a right to their own
opinion and their own beliefs and that everyone should be able to put their flags up.”

Reasonably, Turco and McCole felt it was their right to express their own opinions.

“So, me and Finn thought, ‘why don’t we put up some flags that we personally believe in?’… They said
that the reason they were taken down was because some people viewed the flags as offensive,” Turco
said. “And I think it’s absolutely a shame that those flags could be offensive…. They’re just about loving
your country and the people who protect us.”

Officially, the college said that all of the flags — including the leftist ones — were a violation of
handbook rules.

“This event has highlighted the need for more consistent enforcement of handbook rules, and the
college is working with the student body to create awareness and compliance,” a spokesperson told Fox

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ApHX0izT86Q&amp;list=LL
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News. “The dean of student life is addressing the issue with the entire student body to ensure
compliance with the handbook and has reiterated the rule to the student body in a communication this
week. The dean’s office will directly work with students for more consistent enforcement.”

In a letter addressing the incident, Trinity College President Joanne Berger-Sweeney assured students
and faculty that removing the flags was not an attempt to squelch anyone’s First Amendment rights,
but, rather, simply an attempt to enforce the student handbook.

“There have been suggestions that the removal of the flags reflects an attempt to restrict student
speech on our campus. I write to reaffirm and restate clearly that Trinity College supports the freedom
of speech and expression of our students,” Berger-Sweeney wrote.

“The college did not intend for the flag removal to be seen as a political statement,” she emphasized.

And, according to Sweeney, the university apologized, so all should be forgiven: “As I understand the
matter, an apology was issued on the same day of the removal to the students who own the flags for the
manner in which the policy was enforced.”

“We will work harder to ensure greater awareness and consistent compliance moving forward,” the
school’s president assured.

Unfortunately for Sweeney and the school’s administration, the incident was captured for the world to
see, and it certainly looked as if the flags of the two conservative students were being singled out for
removal over the leftist ones. Would the LGBTQ flags and the Black Lives Matter flags have been
removed at all without the publicity surrounding the removal of McCole’s and Turco’s flags? We’ll never
truly know.

https://www.trincoll.edu/president/letters-to-the-community/a-note-from-president-joanne-berger-sweeney/
https://thenewamerican.com/author/james-murphy/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by James Murphy on November 5, 2022

Page 3 of 3

Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.

https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/james-murphy/?utm_source=_pdf

