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Arizona AG: Parents Can’t Exempt Kids From Common
Core Tests
Parents cannot opt their kids out of Common
Core-mandated testing in the state of
Arizona, according to the state’s attorney
general.

Attorney General Mark Brnovic issued this
edict in response to a request from the state
superintendent of education, Diane Douglas,
to clarify whether parents were within their
rights under state law to keep their kids
from taking the statewide assessment test,
known in Arizona as AZMerit.

The AZMerit test — a battery of standardized exams that has come under significant fire in the Grand
Canyon State for its futility — is administered annually to the state’s 1.1 million public and charter
school students.

Last year, there was a movement among many parents concerned about the potential for data mining
and other controversial uses of such tests to boycott them, keeping their kids home from school and the
announced test administration days.

One of these groups, OptOutAZ, reported on several significant problems with the statewide assessment
tests (and the company that created them) in an information sheet provided for parents who were
considering opting their children out of the exams.

For example, OptOutAZ revealed that the test is not unique to Arizona, as had been reported by the
state government, but in reality the test

was created by the company AIR (American Institutes for Research) — the same company that
created Utah’s and Florida’s Common Core assessments. AIR is a partner of Smarter Balanced who
is one of two testing consortia that received $330 million from the U.S. Department of Education to
create and administer Common Core tests. So far, the sample test questions are the exact same as
Utah’s and Florida’s.

Furthermore, and perhaps most shocking of all, the parental rights advocacy group informed parents
that the data obtained by AIR on the AZMerit tests would be stored on databases that are shared with
the U.S. Department of Labor. 

Also, AIR, the group claims, was recently the victim of a “data breach.” That’s hardly reassuring to
parents concerned for the safety of their children and their families’ private information that could be
revealed in answers to questions on the tests, answers inncocently provided by children simply doing
what they are told they must do.

All of this should give pause to parents in Arizona with children in public and charter schools. 

Regardless of these troubling revelations, the state attorney general says parents have no right to
exempt their children from taking the tests.

http://www.optoutaz.org
https://thenewamerican.com/author/joe-wolverton-ii-j-d/?utm_source=_pdf
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In a five-page legal opinion published by the Arizona Republic, Brnovic cited state law and case law in
support of his statement that parents of children in kindergarten through 12th grade are not legally
allowed to opt their kids out of those tests.

“Our conclusion remains the same: parents do not have a legal right to withdraw their children from
state-mandated assessments in Arizona’s public schools,” Brnovic declares.

Brnovic goes on in the letter to point the finger at the state legislature, claiming that lawmakers did not
include the right to opt out of assessment tests in the “Parents’ Bill of Rights” enacted in 2010. “The
legislature could have included a parental right to exempt a child from statewide assessments, but did
not.”

He goes on to explain that the state legislature “limited the authority of parents who choose public
education.”

Remarkably, Brnovic cites federal case law in support of his statement that parents have a right to
choose where their children are educated, but not how.

Finally, apparently in response to last year’s demonstration of parental repugnance to the statewide
assessment tests, Brnovic orders that if students are in school the day the tests are administered, they
may not refuse to take them.

As for superintendent Douglas’s response to the attorney general’s legal opinion, the Arizona Republic
reports that “Sally Stewart, a spokeswoman for Douglas, responded with a one-line e-mail: ‘We will seek
legislation in the next session and ask the federal government for flexibility.’”

Parents of public and charter schools in Arizona are encouraged to contact their state legislators and
demand that the unalienable rights of parents be protected and that bureaucrats not be empowered to
revoke those rights, forcing students to submit to tests that have been shown to be springboards for
greater federal intrusion into the classroom.

http://archive.azcentral.com/persistent/icimages/politics/Arizona%20AG%20school%20testing%20opinion.pdf
https://fpeusa.org/index.php/about-fpe/common-core-free
https://thenewamerican.com/author/joe-wolverton-ii-j-d/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by Joe Wolverton, II, J.D. on October 30, 2015

Page 3 of 3

Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.

https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/joe-wolverton-ii-j-d/?utm_source=_pdf

