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DOT: 17K Unlawful CDLs Revoked in California, State
Could Lose $160M in Federal Funding
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The illegal-alien truck-driver problem in
California is far worse than anyone might
have thought. Weeks after an illegal was
charged in the DUI vehicular homicide of
three people, the U.S. Department of
Transportation announced that around
17,000 commercial driver licenses in the
illegal-friendly state will be revoked.

And if California doesn’t revoke all
unlawfully issued licenses, it will lose $160
million in federal funding, DOT Secretary
Sean Duffy warned.

The frightening number of revocations
suggests that the state’s Department of
Motor Vehicles is handing out CDLs willy-
nilly to anyone who asks. And the problem
isn’t confined to California. New York and
other states controlled by far-left elected
officials are handing them out the same way,
as hundreds of highway arrests by
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
shows.

� @CAGovernor and his state were caught red-handed after weeks of claiming they did
nothing wrong.

Now that we’ve exposed their lies, 17,000 illegally issued trucking licenses are being
revoked.

This is just the beginning. California must revoke every illegally issued CDL or…
https://t.co/wAFy6CnN2A

— Secretary Sean Duffy (@SecDuffy) November 12, 2025

The Licenses
California’ DMV, Duffy announced, has confessed to unlawfully issuing 17,000 non-domiciled CDLs to
“dangerous foreign drivers” Duffy announced yesterday.

A non-domiciled CDL is one given to a driver who does live in the state.

“Notices have been issued to the 17,000 non-domiciled CDL holders that their license no longer meets
federal requirements and will expire in 60 days,” DOT said:

https://twitter.com/CAgovernor?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/wAFy6CnN2A
https://twitter.com/SecDuffy/status/1988626102722474277?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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[The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration] requires California to provide its full
audit of all its non-domiciled CDLs so the agency can verify that every illegally issued
license has been revoked and that the failures that allowed these licenses to be issued are
corrected.  

FMCSA’s nationwide non-domiciled CDL audit uncovered systemic policy, procedural, and
programming errors in California’s non-domiciled CDL program which allowed thousands of
CDLs to be illegally issued to foreign drivers. The audit also found that more than one in
four of the non-domiciled CDL records sampled in California failed to comply with federal
regulations. This includes issuing licenses that extended well beyond a foreigner’s work
permit. 

Newsom and California, Duffy said, “were caught red-handed after weeks of claiming they did nothing
wrong,” Duffy wrote on X. And the 17,000 revocations are “just the beginning,” he continued. If the
state doesn’t revoke all the unlawfully issued CDL, he will block $160 million in federal subsidies.

Whether the threat will move Newsom is unclear. 

On October 15, the department announced that California would lose $40 million in federal funding
from the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration because it is not enforcing federal regulations
that truck drivers pass an English proficiency test to receive a commercial driver license.

CHP isn’t enforcing the FMCSA’s English-only rule for truckers. Overdrive digs into the data
to show which states are and aren’t. https://t.co/oYn4U64Y1Y
pic.twitter.com/MG5UPkM2Sm

— Overdrive (@OverdriveUpdate) July 30, 2025

California Not Enforcing
California has, indeed, refused to enforce the Trump administration’s guidance on the federal English-
language requirement for CDLs. President Trump’s executive order of April 28 noted that states are
refusing to enforce that standard, and ordered Duffy to issue the new guidance and vigorously enforce
it.

But California simply ignored the guidance, Overdrive Online reported in July.

Despite the order, “California, still isn’t enforcing it,” the website disclosed:

California Highway Patrol said it’s not putting drivers out-of-service for not speaking
English despite new federal guidance on the rule. 

On October 21, police charged an illegal-alien truck driver called Jashanpreet Singh with manslaughter
while driving under the influence. He left three people dead.

Video of the crash on 10 Freeway in Ontario, California, shows the “migrant’s” 18-wheeler plow into a
white SUV, then into a white work pickup, then into another 18-wheeler, then, in flames, careen to the
right, and smash into yet another semi on the side of the highway. Cops allege that Singh wasn’t just
driving while intoxicated. He was also speeding.

Those three deaths were the second triple vehicular homicide involving an Indian illegal truck driver. In

https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/trumps-transportation-secretary-sean-p-duffy-announces-consequences-californias
https://t.co/oYn4U64Y1Y
https://t.co/MG5UPkM2Sm
https://twitter.com/OverdriveUpdate/status/1950642079010275437?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/enforcing-commonsense-rules-of-the-road-for-americas-truck-drivers/
https://www.overdriveonline.com/regulations/article/15751741/california-highway-patrol-not-enforcing-trumps-elp-mandate-for-truck-drivers
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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Florida, Harjinder Singh was charged in the death of three people. When Singh illegally U-turned at a
spot marked “official use only,” a motorist with two passengers smashed into the trailer of his 18-
wheeler. Singh abysmally failed the mandatory English proficiency test after the wreck.

UPDATE: Harjinder Singh, an illegal alien from India who killed three innocent people,
FAILED an English Language Proficiency assessment. Singh provided correct responses to
just 2 of 12 verbal questions and only accurately identifying 1 of 4 highway traffic signs.

And yet,… pic.twitter.com/AwndMrW9Vm

— Homeland Security (@DHSgov) August 20, 2025

Newsom claims that “Sean ‘Road Rules’ Duffy” [is] spreading easily disproven falsehoods in a sad and
desperate attempt to please his ‘dear leader.’”

Replied Duffy:

Blatantly lying to the American people won’t help Newsom’s keyboard warriors get their
next jobs. 

We’ve said all along, @USDOT is reprimanding California for violating @FMCSA’s
ORIGINAL rules. 

My emergency rule came as a consequence in part for California’s total disregard of those
federal laws — it was THAT BAD.

Blatantly lying to the American people won't help Newsom's keyboard warriors get their
next jobs.

We've said all along, @USDOT is reprimanding California for violating @FMCSA's
ORIGINAL rules.

My emergency rule came as a consequence in part for California’s total disregard of…
https://t.co/yLj8fN11Gf pic.twitter.com/ZixWbeGHfH

— Secretary Sean Duffy (@SecDuffy) November 13, 2025

More Arrests in Oklahoma
Other states that care about the safety of motorists are helping the administration take dangerous
illegals off their roads.

In the closing days of October, ICE and the Oklahoma Highway Patrol tossed a second dragnet over the
Sooner State’s highways, catching 70 illegals during a two-day operation. Many had CDLs from blue-
state sanctuaries such as Illinois, New York, and of course, Newsom’s California, ICE reported.

Of the 70, 26 had CDLs and eight were driving a commercial motor vehicle without one. As well, 36 of
the illegals were dangerous criminals convicted for “assault and battery, soliciting prostitution, and
DUI.” 

https://thenewamerican.com/us/immigration/report-illegal-alien-truck-driver-who-killed-three-couldnt-read-english-yet-recd-two-cdls/?utm_source=_pdf
https://t.co/AwndMrW9Vm
https://twitter.com/DHSgov/status/1958157078503030915?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/USDOT?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/FMCSA?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/yLj8fN11Gf
https://t.co/ZixWbeGHfH
https://twitter.com/SecDuffy/status/1988770203371475038?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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Two of the illegals “are wanted overseas for fraud and burglary.” 

They came from 15 countries: India, China, Mexico, Colombia, Georgia, Guatemala, Kyrgyzstan, Turkey,
Uzbekistan, and Venezuela.

Earlier last month, ICE reported the arrest of 120 illegals, 91 of whom had CDLs.

One of them famously carried a New York CDL with his surname entered as “No Name Given.”

A second major operation in Indiana in October nailed 146 illegals driving commercial vehicles. Said
Department of Homeland Security chief Kristi Noem:

The CDLs that were issued to those individuals were issued from over a dozen different
states. Many of those individuals could have been licensed in a state somewhere and
received their CDL in another state, but overwhelmingly these individuals have come from
sanctuary states such as California and Illinois and New York.

"If you are here driving on our streets illegally and our highways – you’re endangering our
citizens, and your days are NUMBERED." @Sec_Noem ⁰ 
Through our 287(g) partnership with the Indiana State Police, ICE has arrested 223 illegal
aliens, including truck drivers, in… pic.twitter.com/IheYQA7tJ1

— Homeland Security (@DHSgov) October 30, 2025

https://thenewamerican.com/us/immigration/ice-data-on-oklahoma-busts-120-illegals-captured-91-had-cdl/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/us/immigration/dhs-nearly-150-illegals-driving-trucks-arrested-in-indiana-in-second-major-operation/?utm_source=_pdf
https://twitter.com/Sec_Noem?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/IheYQA7tJ1
https://twitter.com/DHSgov/status/1983945267700289972?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.
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