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Stolen Election Confirmed Again
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Audio recordings from a 1977 interview
detailing how the late President Lyndon
Johnson stole the 1948 Senate contest in
Texas were posted this week on the archival
website of the LBJ Presidential Library and
Museum on the campus of the University of
Texas at Austin.

The story is told that a few days after
Johnson’s “victory” in the Democratic
primary in the 1948 Texas Senate race (at
that time the Democratic primary in the
Lone Star State was considered
“tantamount” to election), a man noticed a
15-year-old boy sitting on a street corner in
Alice, Texas, crying uncontrollably. “What’s
wrong?” the man asked, leaning down to the
distraught teen.

“My daddy was in town on Tuesday, but he did not come by and see me,” the boy said, wiping away
tears.

“But your daddy’s been dead for ten years,” the bewildered man replied.

“Yes,” said the boy, “he voted for Lyndon Johnson on Tuesday, but he did not come by and see me.”

The story illustrates what was suspected for years, and has since been confirmed — Lyndon Johnson
stole the 1948 Senate election in Texas, which put him on the path to the post of Senate Majority
Leader, followed by the office of vice president, and finally, upon the assassination of President John
Kennedy in 1963, into the White House itself.

In 1977, James Mangan, a reporter for the Associated Press (AP), conducted a series of interviews
touching on the allegations of the 1948 steal, including an interview with a South Texas election judge,
Luis Salas, who told Mangan, “Johnson did not win that election; It was stolen for him. And I know
exactly how it was done.”

After Mangan died in 2015, family members found the cassette tapes at his home in San Antonio and
decided they were of such historical value that they needed to be donated to the LBJ Library in Austin.

When the polls closed in the hotly contested race between Johnson and Texas Governor Coke Stevenson
in 1948, it appeared that Johnson’s political career was essentially over. He had lost a previous race for
the Senate in 1941, and this second loss probably meant that Johnson would be a mere footnote to
history. In the days following the election, however, it was announced that some uncounted votes had
been found in a ballot box, known as Box 13, which, amazingly enough, were all for Johnson, except for
two votes, enough to swing the election from Stevenson to Johnson by a margin of only 87 votes — out
of over one million cast.

Mark Lawrence, the director of the LBJ Library, said that later research conducted by Robert Caro, who
wrote a multi-volume biography of Johnson, including The Path to Power, “essentially reaffirmed”
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Mangan’s 1977 story and built on it.

Lawrence noted that “the kind of irregularities we can see were at work in the 1948 Senate race in
Texas were, I think it’s fair to say, pretty widespread across American history and all regions of the
country to one extent or another but certainly in the South and along the Mexican borderlands, as
recently as the 1940s.”

Salas explained to Mangan that George Parr, a South Texas political boss at the time, ordered enough
votes to be added to Box 13 to give Johnson the election. The votes were added in alphabetical order,
with names of individuals who were on the voter rolls but had not voted in the election. One man later
objected that he was not even in town on the day of the election, yet his name was signed on the poll
book. Incredibly, all the names were in similar handwriting, including those of some individuals who
were no longer living.

The victory gave Johnson the nickname of “Landslide Lyndon.”

Some have argued that Johnson had himself been robbed of the 1941 Senate election. For that matter,
the 1960 presidential election in which Johnson and presidential candidate Kennedy “won” over
Republican Richard Nixon was itself marred by voting irregularities in multiple locales, particularly in
Chicago, where Kennedy had votes on the voting machines even before the polls were opened.

Lawrence seemed to defend LBJ, at least somewhat, arguing that while “LBJ was willing to do what he
had to do to maintain political power, when he had the opportunity, he was more inclined to act on
principle.” He said that Johnson worked to “ensure that people were able to vote in fair and equitable
elections.” In other words, Johnson wanted to protect the right to vote of those inclined to vote for him
and the Democratic Party.

While Mangan’s 1977 interviews and Caro’s research were important, the truth is that others had done
extensive research into the stolen 1948 election even earlier. For example, J. Evetts Haley, a noted
Texas historian, had published a scathing attack on Johnson during the 1964 presidential campaign, A
Texan Looks at Lyndon: A Study in Illegitimate Power, but his work was ignored by the mainstream
media. Others also documented the steal, including Victory Lasky in his 1977 book It Didn’t Start With
Watergate.

It should be noted that Democrats dismissed allegations of vote fraud in both the 1948 Senate race in
Texas and the Democratic victory in the 1960 presidential contest. It was almost three decades before
the denials of the Johnson Senate steal ceased with the Mangan interviews.

Any concerns about potential vote fraud cases in recent years — which always seem to favor the
Democrats, such as Al Franken’s disputed win over Republican incumbent Senator Norm Coleman in
Minnesota; the multi-state irregularities that helped Democrat Joe Biden win over Republican Donald
Trump in 2020; and many other such contests — are haughtily ridiculed as “conspiracy theories.”

Johnson’s 1948 “victory” was also called a “conspiracy theory.” It was indeed a conspiracy to steal the
election for Johnson — but it was a fact, not just a “theory.”
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