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Pride in America Has Declined in Recent Years, Poll Finds
A recent Gallup Poll showed a substantial
decline in the percentage of adults in the
United States who said that they are
“extremely proud” to be Americans. Gallup
said pride in our nation is the lowest it’s
been since the polling company first
measured it in 2001.

A CBS News report about the poll’s findings
observed, “This Fourth of July, amid the
coronavirus pandemic and nationwide Black
Lives Matter protests, American patriotism
has fallen to its lowest point in nearly 20
years.”

While these are undoubtedly difficult times, during other difficult times in our nation’s past, especially
during World War II, patriotism flourished. It was during those trying years that the tradition of singing
the national anthem before baseball and football games began.

At the end of the war, after Japan announced it would surrender, NFL Commissioner Elmer Layden
called for all of the league’s teams to play “The Star-Spangled Banner” at their games, explaining, “The
National Anthem should be as much a part of every game as the kick-off. We must not drop it simply
because the war is over. We should never forget what it stands for.”

Apparently some athletes who choose to “take a knee” rather than standing respectfully during the
playing of our national anthem have forgotten what it stands for.
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The Gallup poll found that while pride in America still exists, it has definitely declined in recent years.
Although a majority of adults in the United States still say they are “extremely proud” (42 percent) or
“very proud” (21 percent) to be an American, these figures are much lower than when Gallup started
asking the question in January 2001, eight months before the September 2001 terrorist attacks. In that
first poll, 55 percent said they were “extremely proud” to be an American. In the three years following
the attacks, that figure increased to between 65 and 70 percent. But in subsequent years, the figures
dwindled. By 2005, that numbers fell to 61 percent and remained steady until 2015 when it dropped to
54 percent.

The rise in pride in America after the 2001 9/11 attacks fueled the popularity of Lee Greenwood’s
inspiring patriotic song, “God Bless the U.S.A.” (also known as “Proud to Be an American”). Although
the song was originally released in 1984 (when it was played at the Republican National Convention
with President Ronald Reagan and First Lady Nancy Reagan in attendance), as the country came
together in response to 9/11, patriotism flourished and the popularity of the song rose sharply.

A little-known story behind the creation of “God Bless the U.S.A.” will have special interest for readers
of The New American. Greenwood wrote the song in 1983 in response to the downing of Korean airliner
KAL 007 by the Soviet Union. Among the 269 civilian passengers lost in that attack were 63 Americans
including U.S. Represenative Larry McDonald (D-Ga.). McDonald had become the chairman of the John
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Birch Society (with which The New American is affiliated) in 1983, succeeding the society’s founder,
Robert Welch.
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Warren Mass has served The New American since its launch in 1985 in several capacities, including
marketing, editing, and writing. Since retiring from the staff several years ago, he has been a regular
contributor to the magazine. Warren writes from Texas and can be reached at
wmass@thenewamerican.com.
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Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.
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