
Written by Dave Bohon on July 19, 2017

Page 1 of 3

Melinda Gates Commits $375 Million for Population
Control, Abortion
Melinda Gates (shown), the billionaire wife
of Microsoft founder Bill Gates, announced
at the recent Global Family Planning Summit
in London that the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation will funnel $375 million to
population-control efforts over the next four
years — a 60-percent increase above what
the couple has so far given to the global
abortion and contraception initiative,
reports the U.K. women’s magazine Marie
Claire.

Pointing to President Trump’s move early in his administration to cut off funding to health- and family-
planning NGOs that include abortion in their “services,” Mrs. Gates told the assembled population-
control bureaucrats that “this is a difficult political climate for family planning. I’m deeply troubled, as
I’m sure you are, by the Trump administration’s proposed budget cuts.”

As reported by The New American, shortly after taking office in January, President Trump signed an
executive order re-implementing President Reagan’s 1984 Mexico City Policy that blocks U.S. taxpayer
funding to groups that perform and promote abortions overseas (the policy had been rescinded by
President Obama, and earlier by President Clinton).

Following up on that signature, on May 15 the Trump administration announced an expansion of that
$600 million funding ban to encompass all U.S. international healthcare, which amounts to nearly $9
billion. “The administration said that under the expanded order, called officially the Protecting Life in
Global Health Assistance plan, the same amount of funding would still be available globally, but would
only go to groups that promise not to perform abortions as part of their ‘family planning’ strategies,” we
reported.

Mrs. Gates said that her foundation’s funding will be earmarked only for contraception and sex
education, but, reported LifeNews.com, “the money also will indirectly fund abortions, too. The
billionaire family already gives money to some of the largest abortion chains in the world, including
Planned Parenthood and Marie Stopes International.” LifeNews went on to explain that “the fungibility
of money makes it easier for pro-abortion organizations to provide abortion internationally. In other
words, every dollar the Gates Foundation gives to Planned Parenthood for distributing birth control or
building an abortion-friendly clinic frees up a dollar in Planned Parenthood’s budget to spend
elsewhere.”

The Gates Foundation grant database reveals that, between 2009 through 2013, the foundation gave
Planned Parenthood of America, the International Planned Parenthood Federation, and Planned
Parenthood of Western Washington some $71 million. It also funded the British abortion conglomerate
Marie Stopes International to the tune of $46.1 million in 2012.

While Mrs. Gates considers herself a practicing Catholic, her position on contraceptives and birth
control put her squarely at odds with the Church. In comments earlier this year she called

http://www.marieclaire.co.uk/news/melinda-gates-family-planning-521858
http://www.marieclaire.co.uk/news/melinda-gates-family-planning-521858
https://thenewamerican.com/trump-expands-order-banning-u-s-funds-for-overseas-abortion/?utm_source=_pdf
http://www.lifenews.com/2017/07/11/melinda-gates-will-spend-375-million-pushing-population-control-and-abortion/
https://thenewamerican.com/author/dave-bohon/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by Dave Bohon on July 19, 2017

Page 2 of 3

contraceptives “one of the greatest anti-poverty innovations the world has ever known.”

Additionally, she declared that “contraceptives empower women,” arguing that birth control increases
economic productivity in developing countries by giving women more freedom to work, and also leads
to smaller families so that parents can devote more time and resources to the children they “choose” to
bring into this world.

Mrs. Gates has offered her own life as a testament to the “freeing” power of birth control. “It’s no
accident that my three kids were born three years apart — or that I didn’t have my first child until I’d
finished graduate school and devoted a decade to my career at Microsoft,” she wrote earlier this year in
Fortune magazine. “My family, my career, my life as I know it are all the direct result of contraceptives.
And now, I realize how lucky that makes me.”

In a recent BBC interview, Mrs. Gates said she felt “optimistic” that the Catholic Church would one day
change its position on contraception for the sake of women in developing countries. “We work very
extensively with the Catholic Church and I’ve had many discussions with them because we have a
shared mission around social justice and anti-poverty,” she said. She added, “I think what this Pope sees
is that if you’re going to lift people out of poverty, you have to do the right thing for women.”

But John Grabowski, a professor of moral theology and ethics at Catholic University of America, said
that such a change is virtually impossible. “The Church’s teaching on opposing contraception isn’t a
recent teaching, it’s not something made up by Pope Paul VI in 1968,” he told the Catholic News
Agency, referencing the Pope’s encyclical of nearly 50 years ago that clarified the Catholic Church’s
teaching on family planning and contraception.

Noting that the Church has addressed the issue on several occasions in recent history, Grabowski said
that “this has been the teaching of the Church from its beginning, so the Church [including Pope
Francis] can’t change constant, universal, authoritative teaching.”

Photo of Melinda Gates: AP Images

http://fortune.com/2017/02/14/melinda-gates-annual-letter-contraceptives/
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/despite-melinda-gates-wishes-the-pope-cant-change-church-teaching-53022/
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/despite-melinda-gates-wishes-the-pope-cant-change-church-teaching-53022/
http://w2.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_enc_25071968_humanae-vitae.html
https://thenewamerican.com/author/dave-bohon/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by Dave Bohon on July 19, 2017

Page 3 of 3

Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.

https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/dave-bohon/?utm_source=_pdf

