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California Measure Deletes “Husband,” “Wife” From State
Marriage Law
California Governor Jerry Brown has signed
into law a measure deleting the terms
“husband” and “wife” from California’s
marriage law. SB 1306 was introduced by
openly homosexual State Senator Mark Leno
(D-San Francisco) in response to the U.S.
Supreme Court’s June 2013 ruling that the
state’s 2008 voter-approved constitutional
amendment, Proposition 8, defining
marriage as only between a man and a
woman is unconstitutional.

The new measure strikes from the state’s family code the references to marriage as a union “between a
man and a woman” and replaces the terms “husband” and “wife” with the term “spouse” throughout
state ordinances.

With the Supreme Court ruling, California “resumed issuing marriage licenses to gay and lesbian
couples — and recognizing same-sex marriages from out of state — in June 2013,” reported the Los
Angeles Times, but references to traditional marriage had remained on the books until Leno and Brown
tag-teamed to make husbands and wives legally passe.

{modulepos inner_text_ad}

“This legislation removes outdated and biased language from state codes and recognizes all married
spouses equally, regardless of their gender,” said Leno in a statement. He thanked Brown for
recognizing “the importance of this bill, which makes it explicitly clear in state law that every loving
couple has the right to marry in California.”

The Times noted that the bill was cosponsored by California Attorney General Kamala Harris, while
predictable opposition came from such conservative, pro-family groups as the California Family Council
and Concerned Women for America of California.

Matthew McReynolds of the Pacific Justice Institute said in a statement that the new law “continues the
pattern we’ve been seeing the last few years of politicians ignoring the people to advance the agenda of
marriage redefinition. What these politicians don’t want people to know is that their actions are
illegitimate. Contrary to media myths, Prop. 8 has not been invalidated on a statewide basis. Instead,
these politicians are exercising raw power, ignoring the Constitution and counting on the people and
the courts not to hold them accountable.”

Similarly, the National Organization for Marriage argued that the law represents “further proof that
redefining marriage is not simply about ‘equality’ or expanding the institution to include more kinds of
relationships; it is about fundamentally altering the meaning of the institution itself, and discarding
terms like ‘husband’ and ‘wife’ to the ash heap of history.”

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140SB1306
http://www.latimes.com/local/political/la-me-pc-leno-marriage-bill-20140707-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/political/la-me-pc-leno-marriage-bill-20140707-story.html
http://www.nomblog.com/39462/
https://thenewamerican.com/author/dave-bohon/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by Dave Bohon on July 14, 2014

Page 2 of 2

Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.

https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/dave-bohon/?utm_source=_pdf

