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Judge Who Helped Illegal Alien Escape Courtroom Loses
Immunity Defense in U.S. District Court

The far-left Democratic judge in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, who helped an illegal alien
escape her courtroom to avoid arrest by
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) does not enjoy immunity from federal
prosecution.

Milwaukee County Circuit Court Judge
Hannah Dugan, charged with two federal
crimes, had argued that helping Mexican
illegal, Eduardo Flores-Ruiz, escape ICE on
April 18 was much ado about nothing. She
was just doing her job.

But Judge Lynn Adelman of the U.S. District Zolnierek/iStock/Getty Images Plus
Court for the Eastern District of Wisconsin,

appointed by President Bill Clinton, did not

agree. Yesterday, he upheld a magistrate

judge’s opinion that concluded Dugan’s

claim didn’t hold water.

https://twitter.com/journalsentinel/status/1960454797225521634
The Not-so-great Escape

Video of the action in the courthouse clearly shows Dugan helping Flores-Ruiz, a violent criminal,
depart the scene. FBI, Drug Enforcement Administration, and immigration agents had gone to the
courthouse to arrest the Mexican goon.

When Dugan learned about the impending arrest, she “became visibly angry, commented that the
situation was ‘absurd,’ left the bench, and entered chambers,” the FBI's criminal complaint alleges. “At
the time, Flores-Ruiz was seated in the gallery of the courtroom.”

Dugan angrily confronted an ICE agent, whom she ordered out of the court. When the agent said he
was there to make a lawful arrest on an administration warrant, Dugan told him he needed a “judicial
warrant” and must see the circuit court’s chief judge.

https://twitter.com/CollinRugg/status/1925706038268801397

Minutes later, Dugan told Flores-Ruiz and his attorney to “come with me,” and “then escorted Flores-
Ruiz and his counsel out of the courtroom through the ‘jury door,” which leads to a nonpublic area of
the courthouse,” the criminal complaint says.

Dugan told the pair to exit “through a backdoor of the courtroom,” and “[a witness] saw Judge Dugan
escort Flores-Ruiz’s attorney and [Flores-Ruiz] through a non-public door near the courtroom’s jury
box.”

The complaint and ensuing indictment — which itself notes that Dugan told Flores-Ruiz he could appear
at future hearings on “Zoom,” presumably to avoid arrest — allege that Dugan Dugan broke two laws:
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18 U.S. Code 1505 and 18 U.S. Code 1071. The first crime, felony obstruction, carries a five-year
stretch in prison. The second, misdemeanor concealing an individual, is punishable by one to five years
in prison.

After the courtroom antics, the Wisconsin Supreme Court suspended Dugan with pay.

Dugan Appeals Magistrate Ruling

As the city’s Journal Sentinel reported, Adelman is among the most liberal federal judges in the nation.
Yet he still backed the magistrate’s ruling.

Adelman wrote that Dugan’s objection to prosecution

begins with the proposition that every act alleged in the indictment is “‘part of a judge’s
job.lll

In other words, they are all “official acts.” She then posits that immunity is not restricted to
the civil sphere; it protects against criminal liability for most official acts.

He also cited the magistrate, who

clarified that defendant was not being prosecuted for opining on the fly, managing her
courtroom, or allowing someone to appear by Zoom; rather,the indictment charged specific
violations of federal criminal laws. The government concludes that defendant is not immune
simply because she encountered federal agents while working at the courthouse.

Adelman agreed:

There is no basis for granting immunity simply because some of the allegations in the
indictment describe conduct that could be considered “part of a judge’s job.” As the
magistrate judge noted, the same is true in the bribery prosecutions, concededly valid,
where the judges were prosecuted for performing official acts intertwined with bribery.

Adelman also rejected Dugan’s claims that she is immune from prosecution for the same reason
President Donald Trump is. Last year, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that a president cannot be
prosecuted for official acts.

Another losing argument was that the charges trespass the federal Constitution’s Tenth Amendment
and separation of powers.

Dugan claimed that “Congress lacks authority to punish criminally the official acts of state judges,”
Adelman noted. But she cited “no authority for the proposition that federal criminal statutes of general
applicability may not be applied to state court judges.”

Citing previous precedent, Adelman observed that “neither the separation of powers generally, nor the
Rulemaking Clause in particular, establishes a personal immunity from prosecution or trial. The
separation of powers is about the allocation of authority among the branches of the federal
government.”

Thus did he rule against Dugan and for the federal prosecutors. He scheduled another hearing on the
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https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/1505
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/1071
https://thenewamerican.com/us/crime/wis-high-court-suspends-judge-who-tried-to-help-illegal-alien-escape-arrest/?utm_source=_pdf
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/2025/08/26/federal-judge-denies-motion-to-dismiss-case-against-judge-hannah-dugan/85427726007/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/2025/08/26/federal-judge-denies-motion-to-dismiss-case-against-judge-hannah-dugan/85427726007/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/crime/2025/05/13/judge-lynn-adelman-to-hear-the-federal-case-against-hannah-dugan/83537010007/
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/26075070-adelman-ruling-denying-dugan-motion-to-dismiss/
https://www.scotusblog.com/2024/07/justices-rule-trump-has-some-immunity-from-prosecution/
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/26075070-adelman-ruling-denying-dugan-motion-to-dismiss/
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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case for September 3.

“Adelman said earlier he will want to know at such a hearing if there will be an appeal. An appeal would
go to the 7th Circuit Court of Appeals, which covers cases from Wisconsin, Illinois and Indiana and is
headquartered in Chicago,” the Journal Sentinel reported:

An appeal would freeze the process until the higher court rules, putting off a trial to 2026.

However, if Dugan’s team doesn’t appeal, a trial could be scheduled sooner, possibly later
this year.

As for Flores-Ruiz, he was in Dugan’s courtroom to answer charges that he punched someone 30 times,
then clobbered two women who tried to stop the beating. He still faces trial on those charges.

In June, he agreed to plead guilty to illegally entering the country after being deported, the newspaper
reported.

Page 3 of 4


https://thenewamerican.com/us/immigration/doj-new-mexico-wisconsin-judges-who-helped-illegal-aliens-face-years-in-prison/?utm_source=_pdf
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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