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DOT Demands Calif., Wash., and N.M. Comply With
English Requirement for CDLs

AP Images
Sean Duffy

Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy
announced today that the Trump
administration is cracking down on
renegade states that do not comply with
federal highway safety regulations that
require proficiency in English for
commercial driver’s licenses (CDLs). The
target: illegal-alien truck drivers who can’t
speak English.

Duffy acted 12 days after an Indian illegal,
Harjinder Singh, illegally made a U-turn
from the right lane on the Florida Turnpike,
which caused a following motorist to crash
into the trailer of his 18-wheel tractor
trailer. Three people were killed.

After the wreck, Singh failed English proficiency tests, despite having CDLs from two far-left states,
California and Washington.

In a related story, also today the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) released a list of fatalities
caused by illegal-aliens behind the wheel.

TUNE IN � @ 9:00 AM EST: @SecDuffy announces actions that are being taken to ensure
our roads are safe. You must speak and understand English to operate a truck.

Watch here ⬇️ https://t.co/7Q9BqHaTjV

— U.S. Department of Transportation (@USDOT) August 26, 2025

The Wreck
An illegal who jumped the border in 2018, Singh was caught and given a notice of expedited removal.
But then, as have so many illegals, he claimed fear of persecution if he was returned home. That got a
him free pass to stay in the country. The Biden administration gave him a work permit.

DOT later revealed that Singh is, for all intents and purposes, illiterate. 

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) disclosed that Singh couldn’t speak or read
English. Agency gumshoes “administered an English Language Proficiency (ELP) assessment in
accordance with FMCSA guidance,” DOT revealed:

The driver failed the assessment, providing correct responses to just 2 of 12 verbal
questions and only accurately identifying 1 of 4 highway traffic signs.

https://twitter.com/SecDuffy?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/7Q9BqHaTjV
https://twitter.com/USDOT/status/1960322588267123197?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://thenewamerican.com/us/crime/indian-illegal-charged-in-triple-vehicular-homicide-in-fla-drunk-driving-illegal-in-wis-charged-with-killing-couple/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/us/immigration/report-illegal-alien-truck-driver-who-killed-three-couldnt-read-english-yet-recd-two-cdls/?utm_source=_pdf
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/trumps-transportation-secretary-announces-investigation-deadly-florida-truck-crash
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by R. Cort Kirkwood on August 27, 2025

Page 2 of 4

Singh’s failing grades: 16.7 percent and 25 percent.

That didn’t stop the best and brightest in California and Washington from turning him loose in a vehicle
that can weigh up to 80,000 pounds. Washington unleashed Singh on unsuspecting motorists on July 15,
2023, even though illegals are not eligible for CDLs.

California gave him a limited CDL the following July.

When New Mexico cops stopped Singh just last month for speeding and inspected his vehicle, “there is
no indication that an ELP assessment was administered,” FMCSA found. That, too, violated federal
regulations.

Federal Funding Jeopardized
So now, the three states “will lose federal funding unless they adopt and enforce English Language
Proficiency (ELP) requirements for commercial motor vehicle drivers,” DOT announced today.

The states must be in compliance within 30 days or lose all funding from the Motor Carrier Safety
Assistance Program (MCSAP).  

“States don’t get to pick and choose which federal safety rules to follow,” Duffy said.

JUST IN: @SecDuffy announces enforcement actions against California, New Mexico, and
Washington for failing to comply with the Trump Administration's English Language
Proficiency Standards for commercial truck drivers. pic.twitter.com/lcCVahx49u

— Rapid Response 47 (@RapidResponse47) August 26, 2025

Also today, the three states received “Notices of Proposed Determination of Nonconformity, which open
a formal process.” Those will end federal funding from MCSAP if the states do not comply with ELP
standards.

Continued DOT:

California has failed to adopt and enforce compatible ELP laws and regulations. From June
25, 2025 through August 21, 2025, of the roughly 34,000 inspections resulting in at least
one reported violation, only one inspection involved an ELP violation resulting in a driver
being placed out of service. Notably, at least 23 drivers with documented ELP out-of-service
violations in other states were later inspected in California — yet the state failed to honor
those violations or enforce ELP, allowing unqualified drivers to continue operating on our
roads.

Washington and New Mexico have adopted ELP regulations, but are not enforcing them. In
Washington’s case, of more than 6,000 inspections in the last year that resulted in a reported violation,
“only four inspections involved an ELP violation resulting in a driver being placed out of service,” DOT
reported:

Moreover, two inspections resulted in ELP citations but the driver was not placed out-of-
service — contrary to Federal requirements. In addition, at least 4 drivers with documented
ELP out-of-service violations in other states were later inspected in Washington — yet the

https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/trumps-transportation-secretary-sean-p-duffy-california-washington-and-new-mexico
https://twitter.com/SecDuffy?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/lcCVahx49u
https://twitter.com/RapidResponse47/status/1960331366593163616?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/trumps-transportation-secretary-sean-p-duffy-california-washington-and-new-mexico
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/trumps-transportation-secretary-sean-p-duffy-california-washington-and-new-mexico
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/trumps-transportation-secretary-sean-p-duffy-california-washington-and-new-mexico
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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state failed to honor those violations or enforce ELP, undermining federal safety standards
and leaving dangerous gaps in enforcement.

As for New Mexico in the last year, the state reported that it placed “zero drivers out-of-service for ELP
violations and allowed at least seven unqualified drivers already found unable to meet ELP standards to
keep driving and endangering the lives of others.”

California could lose about $30 million in federal funding, the Insurance Journal website reported,
citing federal data. Washington and New Mexico will lose about $10 million and $6.7 million,
respectively.

Other Deadly Illegal-alien Crashes
The DHS list of traffic fatalities caused by illegals includes the shocking story of an illegal Honduran
who, for some inexplicable reason, was hurtling down the streets in Nashville, Tennessee, in a Maserati
SQ4, which costs upwards of $100,000 and can reach a speed of nearly 180 mph.

On August 10 this year, Julio Herrera Gonzalez smashed a Nissan Rogue when he crossed into
oncoming traffic, DHS reported, citing local police. He killed Raquel Lorena Sarabia Barajas, a
passenger in the Nissan, and sent the driver, Marco Antonio Baez Del Angel to the hospital in critical
condition.

He faces charges of drunk driving, vehicular assault and manslaughter, and driving without a license.
[Emphasis added.] 

Gonzalez, who has a vandalism conviction, received Temporary Protected Status in 2008. It was
revoked in 2015. 

A drunk-driving illegal in Wisconsin killed two teenagers in July.

Aside from Singh’s and Gonzalez’s crashes and the Wisconsin fatalities, DHS listed numerous others
caused by illegals.

https://www.insurancejournal.com/news/west/2025/08/26/837052.htm
https://www.insurancejournal.com/news/west/2025/08/26/837052.htm
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/08/26/same-senseless-tragedy-different-day-criminal-illegal-alien-drives-drunk-and-kills
https://www.google.com/search?q=maserati+sq4+price+new&amp;sca_esv=68354a3c7c70afc3&amp;sxsrf=AE3TifPMfFMIgg7OZgcXu-HAuYUA7MgGVg%3A1756237069794&amp;ei=DQ2uaKOgMPebwbkPsviKgQg&amp;ved=0ahUKEwjj2r71nKmPAxX3TTABHTK8IoAQ4dUDCBA&amp;uact=5&amp;oq=maserati+sq4+price+new&amp;gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiFm1hc2VyYXRpIHNxNCBwcmljZSBuZXcyBRAAGIAEMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIFEAAY7wUyCBAAGKIEGIkFMgUQABjvBTIIEAAYgAQYogRIjQhQ6wNY0AZwAXgBkAEAmAFvoAGWA6oBAzEuM7gBA8gBAPgBAZgCBaAC4gPCAgoQABiwAxjWBBhHwgINEAAYgAQYsAMYQxiKBZgDAIgGAZAGCpIHAzIuM6AHkRqyBwMxLjO4B9IDwgcHMi0xLjIuMsgHQw&amp;sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=maserati+sq4+price+new&amp;sca_esv=68354a3c7c70afc3&amp;sxsrf=AE3TifPMfFMIgg7OZgcXu-HAuYUA7MgGVg%3A1756237069794&amp;ei=DQ2uaKOgMPebwbkPsviKgQg&amp;ved=0ahUKEwjj2r71nKmPAxX3TTABHTK8IoAQ4dUDCBA&amp;uact=5&amp;oq=maserati+sq4+price+new&amp;gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiFm1hc2VyYXRpIHNxNCBwcmljZSBuZXcyBRAAGIAEMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIFEAAY7wUyCBAAGKIEGIkFMgUQABjvBTIIEAAYgAQYogRIjQhQ6wNY0AZwAXgBkAEAmAFvoAGWA6oBAzEuM7gBA8gBAPgBAZgCBaAC4gPCAgoQABiwAxjWBBhHwgINEAAYgAQYsAMYQxiKBZgDAIgGAZAGCpIHAzIuM6AHkRqyBwMxLjO4B9IDwgcHMi0xLjIuMsgHQw&amp;sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.scottsdalemaserati.com/manufacturer-information/how-fast-does-a-maserati-go/
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fsci.ccc.nashville.gov%2FSearch%2FNameSearchDetails%2FJulio%255EHerrera-Gonzalez%255E12181988%255E470813%2F/1/01000198e7383034-7a199283-4b42-4e03-93a5-0a1f72a6ebed-000000/8P-CqDR76VF0CoRfJEzByiWCuyyQEhCkGoJyPJg0zEE=420
https://thenewamerican.com/us/crime/indian-illegal-charged-in-triple-vehicular-homicide-in-fla-drunk-driving-illegal-in-wis-charged-with-killing-couple/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.
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