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Dershowitz: Prosecutor Should Drop Charges Against
Zimmerman
Leftist Harvard law professor Alan
Dershowitz says special prosecutor Angela
Corey should drop the second-degree
murder charge against George Zimmerman,
the Hispanic man who shot Trayvon Martin
on Feb. 26 in Sanford, Florida.

The evidence that Zimmerman told the truth
when he said Martin attacked and tried to
kill him, Dershowitz wrote in the New York
Daily News, is too much to ignore. And the
only right thing for the prosecutor to do, he
concluded, is forget about nailing
Zimmerman for murder.

Dershowitz has been speaking out about the case since the prosecutor released an affidavit that
Dershowitz said fell fall short of what is legally required. Most notably, it lies by omission, he implied.

Prosecutor Unethical

The Harvard law professor unbosomed his opinion after prosecutors released the evidence in the case,
including photos and a report about Zimmerman’s injuries sustained in the fight for his life against the
enraged 17-year-old football player.

As The New American reported last week, the medical evidence backs up the account Zimmerman gave
police: that Martin brutally attacked him, breaking his nose and bashing his head into the ground,
before Zimmerman pulled his gun and shot the teenager.

The medical report showed that Zimmerman had a “closed fracture” of the nose, lacerations on his head
and a minor back injury. Photos confirm the written report.

As well, the autopsy on Martin showed Zimmerman shot him at close range, which is, again, consistent
with Zimmerman’s account, and that Martin had an abrasion on one of his fingers and trace amounts of
THC, the active ingredient in marijuana, in his system. Whether Martin was stoned when he attacked
Zimmerman is unclear.

Dershowitz says the time has come to drop the case. “If this evidence turns out to be valid, the
prosecutor will have no choice but to drop the second-degree murder charge against Zimmerman — if
she wants to act ethically, lawfully and professional,” he wrote, adding,

There is, of course, no assurance that the special prosecutor handling the case, State Attorney
Angela Corey, will do the right thing. Because until now, her actions have been anything but
ethical, lawful and professional.

Dershowitz also reprised earlier his remarks of a few weeks ago, which suggested that the prosecutor’s
affidavit was faulty because did not contain exculpatory evidence. “She was aware when she submitted
an affidavit that it did not contain the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. She deliberately
withheld evidence that supported Zimmerman’s claim of self-defense,” he wrote.
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A few weeks ago, Dershowitz noted that such affidavits must contain “all relevant information,” and
that not including evidence that would prove Zimmerman’s innocence is “unethical,” “immoral” and
“irresponsible.” He even called the affidavit “stupid.”

This week, Dershowitz explained more:

The New York Times has reported that the police had “a full face picture” of Zimmerman, before
paramedics treated him, that showed “a bloodied nose.” The prosecutor also had photographic
evidence of bruises to the back of his head.

But none of this was included in any affidavit.

Now there is much more extensive medical evidence that would tend to support Zimmerman’s
version of events. 

Dershowitz also explained that Florida’s Stand Your Ground Law might not be an issue in the case, and
that even if Zimmerman cannot use the law as a defense, he may still have a legitimate claim of self
defense. “A defendant, under Florida law, loses his ‘stand your ground’ defense if he provoked the
encounter — but he retains traditional self-defense if he reasonably believed his life was in danger and
his only recourse was to employ deadly force,” he wrote.

Thus, if Zimmerman verbally provoked Martin, but Martin then got on top of Zimmerman and
banged his head into the ground, broke his nose, bloodied his eyes and persisted in attacking
Zimmerman — and if Zimmerman couldn’t protect himself from further attack except by shooting
Martin — he would have the right to do that. (The prosecution has already admitted that it has no
evidence that Zimmerman started the actual fight.)

Dershowitz is highly concerned that Corey said her job was to get “justice for Trayvon Martin” but not
for George Zimmerman. That, Dershowitz wrote, is not a prosecutor’s job. Nor he wrote, is her job to
get a conviction to avoid racial troubles that might arise should Zimmerman go free:

As many see it, her additional job is to prevent riots of the sort that followed the acquittal of the
policemen who beat Rodney King.

Indeed, Mansfield Frazier, a columnist for the Daily Beast, has suggested that it is the
responsibility of the legal system to “avert a large scale racial calamity.” He has urged
Zimmerman’s defense lawyer to become a “savior” by brokering a deal to plead his client guilty to a
crime that “has him back on the streets within this decade.”

But it is not the role of a defense lawyer to save the world or the country. His job — his only job —
is to get the best result for his client, by all legal and ethical means. …

The prosecutor’s job is far broader: to do justice to the defendant as well as the alleged victim. 

As the Supreme Court has said: “The government wins … when justice is done.”

Zimmerman’s lawyer is doing his job. It’s about time for the prosecutor to start doing hers.

Evidence Likely Means Acquittal

Corey charged Zimmerman with second-degree murder in early April. At the time, legal experts
wondered how she would get a conviction given the high standard of evidence required to prove such a
crime. That evidence must include proof that the accused “evinc[ed] a depraved mind regardless of
human life.” The defense experts concluded that she “overcharged” to force a plea deal from
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Zimmerman.

But then the prosecutor released the affidavit, which suggested they had no case. Dershowitz noted as
much at the time: The evidence, he said, is “so thin that it won’t make it past a judge on a second
degree murder charge.” He also called the affidavit a “grave ethical violation” because of what it didn’t
include: the evidence supported Zimmerman’s claim that Martin attacked him.

Indeed, Dershowitz confidently said the evidence was so weak Zimmerman would be probably be
acquitted, and he accused Corey of trying to score political points with the charge. “I think what you
have here is an elected public official who made a campaign speech last night for reelection when she
gave her presentation and overcharged,” he said. “[I]f the evidence is no stronger than what appears in
the probable cause affidavit — this case will result in an acquittal.”

Now Dershowitz flatly calls on Corey to drop the case. 

Related stories:

Medical Report Shows Martin Attacked Zimmerman

Sister of Beating Victim in Mobile Says Theft Was Motive

Trayvon Martin Shooting Allegedly a Motive in Three New Crimes

Prosecutors In Zimmerman Case Release Affidavit, But Face Trouble Getting Conviction

Zimmerman Charged With Second-Degree Murder

Zimmermans Ask Holder: Why No Charges Against Black Panthers

Sharpton, Jackson Media Silent About Hate Crime In S.C.

Spike Lee Settles With Couple; Zimmerman’s Father Speaks

Photo: Harvard University law professor Alan Dershowitz is shown in a file photo from 1995 at his office in Cambridge, Mass.: AP Images

http://www.breitbart.com/Big-Government/2012/04/20/Dershowitz-prosecution-immoral
http://www.mediaite.com/tv/harvard-prof-alan-dershowitz-zimmerman-arrest-affidavit-irresponsible-and-unethical/
http://www.mediaite.com/tv/harvard-prof-alan-dershowitz-zimmerman-arrest-affidavit-irresponsible-and-unethical/
https://thenewamerican.com/medical-report-shows-martin-attacked-zimmerman/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/sister-of-beating-victim-in-mobile-says-theft-was-motive/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/trayvon-martin-shooting-allegedly-a-motive-in-three-new-crimes/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/prosecutors-in-zimmerman-case-release-affidavit-but-face-trouble-getting-conviction/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/zimmerman-charged-with-second-degree-murder/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/zimmermans-ask-holder-why-no-charges-against-new-black-panthers/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/sharpton-jackson-media-silent-about-hate-crime-in-sc/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/spike-lee-settles-with-couple-zimmerman-s-father-speaks/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by R. Cort Kirkwood on May 23, 2012

Page 4 of 4

Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.

https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf

