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D’Souza Pleads Guilty to Campaign Finance Fraud; Says
Targeted
When Federal District Judge Richard
Berman ruled that Dinesh D’Souza (shown),
co-producer of the documentary film 2016:
Obama’s America, had provided no evidence
that he was selectively prosecuted for
arranging to make illegal campaign
contributions to a friend in 2012, D’Souza
had no other defense. In his plea bargain
with Berman on Tuesday, D’Souza pled
guilty to one of the two counts in the
indictment, saying:

I knew that causing a campaign contribution to be made in the name of another was wrong and
something the law forbids.

I deeply regret my conduct.

D’Souza will likely spend between 10 and 16 months in jail. However, by having the other charge of
lying to the Federal Election Commission dismissed as part of the plea bargain, D’Souza avoids
spending another possible five years in jail.
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D’Souza is good friends and old Dartmouth College buddies with Wendy Long, going back to their days
writing for the Dartmouth Review. When Long, a highly successful litigation attorney, decided to
challenge New York’s hard-left Senator Democrat Kirsten Gillibrand for her seat in 2012, D’Souza
persuaded two friends and their wives to contribute $5,000 each to her campaign, promising to
reimburse them afterwards. Under then-current law, an individual could give only a maximum of $5,000
to a campaign. The FBI claimed that they found out about the illegal arrangement following a “routine
review” of campaign filings after the 2012 election, which Long lost to Gillibrand.

Following D’Souza’s indictment earlier this year, four Republican senators asked FBI Director James
Comey to explain just how the FBI happened to focus on D’Souza in light of his highly critical movie and
book The Roots of Obama’s Rage, published in 2010. In addition, the Washington Times editorialized
that D’Souza was not just selectively prosecuted as an Obama enemy but was persecuted on “flimsy
charges” of violating campaign finance laws. The Times said, “Whether guilty or not, the fact that Mr.
D’Souza has been singled out for prosecution while others skate past freely reveals President Obama’s
thumb on [Lady Justice’s] scale.”

The paper went on to note that the limits of the law under which D’Souza was indicted are “limits that
the U.S. Supreme Court has been finding incompatible with the First Amendment.”

The Times observed further that this is the same administration that failed to prosecute members of the
New Black Panther Party for intimidating white voters with nightsticks at a Philadelphia voting place in
2008. The administration itself was fined $375,000 in 2013 for failing to disclose millions of dollars in
contributions and for missing deadlines for refunding millions in excess contributions. The Times added:
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“No one was threatened with prison for that.”

Liberal Harvard Professor Alan Dershowitz also thought that D’Souza was singled out as an Obama
enemy: “I can’t help but think that his politics have something to do with it.… It smacks of selective
prosecution.”

Wendy Long, who lost in her efforts to unseat Gillibrand in 2012, also claimed that D’Souza was
selectively prosecuted under an unconstitutional law:

I am heartbroken about this. Dinesh has always been a generous man and a loyal friend who has
helped many people. There was never a time when he was trying to do anything but help me
personally, support my U.S. Senate campaign, and advance the ideals of freedom that we share.
The statute that the government has used to target him is unconstitutional.

When our government criminalizes the very free speech that the First Amendment was written to
protect, sends people to prison for simply exercising their constitutional rights, and when
government power is wielded like a weapon against political enemies, we are all in trouble.

There is no corruption here, and this entire episode is a shameful government overreach and a
violation of the U.S. Constitution.

D’Souza’s co-producer Gerald Molen was even more direct in his belief that D’Souza was singled out for
special attention as an enemy of the Obama administration:

This administration doesn’t see its opponents as dissenters but as enemies, and if they can’t refute
you, they try to lock you up.

Normally these types of offenses are resolved with fines or community service.

Molen likened D’Souza’s offense to jaywalking in the old Soviet Union: “Jaywalking in the [old] Soviet
Union was a crime, but it’s a minor crime. The real point is that you are a political dissenter and the
government wants to put you away.”

For many the final straw was the revelation that D’Souza’s prosecutor, Preet Bharara, the U.S. attorney
for the Southern District of New York, was nominated for that position back in 2009 by none other than
President Obama. His degrees from Harvard College and Columbia Law School merely confirmed that
the prosecutor was in the bag for Obama, seeking revenge on the president’s enemies.

A closer look, however, at Bharara’s record as prosecutor reveals a much more balanced and
evenhanded approach to enforcing the law. For instance, Bharara brought Raj Rajaratnam to justice for
insider trading at his Galleon Group, obtaining conviction on 14 counts and sending him to jail for 11
years and fining him more than $150 million.

Bharara went after JPMorgan Chase as Bernie Madoff’s primary banker, forcing the bank to forfeit $1.7
billion — the largest forfeiture by a bank in American history — to settle charges Bharara made that the
bank failed to exercise even rudimentary oversight of Madoff’s banking activities while running his
Ponzi scheme.

He also went after several of Madoff’s employees, sending several of them to jail for their participation
in the fraud.

More notably Bharara went after corrupt politicians with a vengeance, whether they were Republicans
or Democrats. Those targeted by Bharara include New York State Senator Vincent Leibell (a
Republican) on corruption charges, along with New York State Senator Hiram Monserrate (a Democrat)
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and New York City Councilman Larry Seabrook (a Democrat). He sent Yonkers City Councilwoman
Sandy Annabi (a Democrat) to jail for six years on corruption charges, as well as New York State
Senator Carl Kruger (a Democrat) for seven years.

All told, Bharara has successfully brought corruption charges against nearly a dozen Democrat
lawmakers since 2009. Some say that this defuses any charges that he is merely carrying water for the
Obama administration in taking on D’Souza. Others hold that he’s the perfect foil for enforcing the
administration’s punishment of one of its more effective critics. Unfortunately, for the moment at least,
the smoking gun is missing that would prove conclusively that D’Souza was targeted deliberately.

In September D’Souza will learn his fate. In the meantime, his latest movie, America: Imagine a World
Without Her, is expected to be released later this summer.

A graduate of Cornell University and a former investment advisor, Bob is a regular contributor to The
New American magazine and blogs frequently at www.LightFromTheRight.com, primarily on economics
and politics. He can be reached at badelmann@thenewamerican.com.
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Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
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60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.
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