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Another Way to Fund Trump’s Wall: Interdict Drug
Cartels’ Cash Flowing Into Mexico

With the announcement by the Department
of Homeland Security (DHS) on Tuesday
that sites have already been selected to start
building the wall across the country’s
southern border came increased concerns
about how it was going to be paid for. Said
the DHS:

CBP [U.S. Customs and Border
Protection] is taking immediate action in
response to the president’s executive
order. We have identified locations near
El Paso, Texas, Tucson, Arizona, and El
Centro, California, where we will build a
wall in areas where the fence or old
brittle landing-mat fencing are no
longer effective.

The Border Patrol is also in the midst of an operational assessment, which will identify priority
areas where CBP can build a wall or similar physical barrier on the border where it currently does
not exist....

CBP has identified funding [sufficient] to begin immediate construction and is working with the
Administration in these efforts.

The executive order “Border Security and Immigration Enforcement Improvements,” dated January 25,
was equally vague about where the money would come from. The secretary of the DHS, John Kelly, was
ordered to “identify and ... allocate all sources of Federal funds” for the wall’s construction. Following
the DHS announcement on Tuesday, White House Press Secretary Sean Spicer made passing reference
to the question: “Right now, ICE and DHS in particular, as well as DBP, are looking at what this is going
to cost.” That will be followed by “then figuring out how much can be handled through reallocation of
resources and how much we can save maybe in other areas, but also work with Congress.”

Translation: The U.S. taxpayer will be paying for the wall, not Mexico, at least in the beginning, still
leaving open the question of just where the balance of the estimated $20 billion construction costs will
come from, exactly.

Some appears to be coming out of the DHS budget, currently at $41 billion. Some could be borrowed if
Congress is amenable. Some could come from the budgets of the states most directly impacted by
illegal immigration: Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and California. Some could come from some sort of as-
yet-undefined “border tax” on imports from Mexico. Some could come from cutting U.S. foreign aid to
Mexico. Some could come from funds illegals already in the states are sending back to their families in
Mexico.

But according to John Cassara, all of this is way too complicated. Just ramp up efforts to enforce
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another executive order signed by the president on February 9, “Enforcing Federal Law with Respect to
Transnational Criminal Organizations and Preventing International Trafficking”:

It shall be the policy of the executive branch to ... strengthen enforcement of Federal Law in order
to thwart ... illicit activities ... for example: the illegal concealment or transfer of proceeds derived
from such illicit activities.

Cassara knows what he is talking about. Retired after 26 years in federal law enforcement, he is one of
very few to have been both a clandestine operations officer in the U.S. intelligence community and a
special agent for the Department of the Treasury. Wrote Cassara in the Washington Times:

Half a decade ago, a 2010 White House study pegged the rough number [for the drug trade] at
$109 billion annually. Today, that number is doubtless higher.

Because of the crackdown and money laundering laws, cartels are moving between $18 billion and $39
billion of the proceeds of that drug trade in the form of bulk paper money. Wrote Cassara, “The process
has gone industrial — which is exactly why it is the right avenue for recouping the money needed to
build the wall.”

Just interdicting 10 percent of the lower estimate would, according to Cassara, generate $2 billion: “In
ten years, [even] without increased efficiency, we would have the $20 billion needed to fund the wall —
and likely take a bite out of drug trafficking, drug trafficker wealth, and domestic addiction in the
process. That is what casual observers would call a win-win-win.”

An Ivy League graduate and former investment advisor, Bob is a regular contributor to The New
American magazine and blogs frequently at LightFromTheRight.com, primarily on economics and
politics. He can be reached at badelmann@thenewamerican.com.

Related article:

Savings in Welfare Costs Could Pay for Trump’s Wall
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access

= : Exclusive Subscriber Content
THE VAX = | L Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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