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Another Suspected Drug Boat Destroyed; GOP Senator
Rand Paul Objects Again

AP Images
Rand Paul

War Secretary Pete Hegseth has announced
the destruction of yet another of what the
Trump administration calls “drug boats,”
this one in the eastern Pacific Ocean.

The strike is the third in the last week. U.S.
forces kinetically struck a boat on October
17, Hegseth reported, and another on
October 14.

Thus far, the Trump administration avers,
the strikes have vaporized more than 30
drug-toting terrorists.

The strikes, Politico reported, have inspired
a united front inside the administration.
Then again, after the latest, Republican
Senator Rand Paul of Kentucky again
questioned the strikes’ legality and morality.
He says the attacks amount to non-judicial
summary execution of the suspects.

https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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Latest Three Strikes
The third of the three strikes in the last week was yesterday, against a boat that was “operated by a
Designated Terrorist Organization and conducting narco-trafficking in the Eastern Pacific,” Hegseth
wrote on X:

The vessel was known by our intelligence to be involved in illicit narcotics smuggling, was
transiting along a known narco-trafficking transit route, and carrying narcotics. There were
two narco-terrorists aboard the vessel during the strike, which was conducted in
international waters. Both terrorists were killed and no U.S. forces were harmed in this
strike.

Narco-terrorists intending to bring poison to our shores, will find no safe harbor anywhere

https://x.com/SecWar/status/1981049943306752361?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1981049943306752361%7Ctwgr%5E96f2ef7924eaca66077133667c0b10ff974aee3d%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D429232action%3Dedit
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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in our hemisphere. Just as Al Qaeda waged war on our homeland, these cartels are waging
war on our border and our people. There will be no refuge or forgiveness—only justice.

On Sunday, Hegseth announced the October 17 destruction of a boat linked to the Ejército de
Liberación Nacional (ELN) terror cartel “that was operating in the USSOUTHCOM area of
responsibility.”

“The vessel was known by our intelligence to be involved in illicit narcotics smuggling, was transiting
along a known narco-trafficking transit route, and carrying narcotics,” he noted about this attack as
well.

That strike also erased two narco-terror suspects.

The Director of National Intelligence counterterrorism website reports that the ELN, “the oldest and
one of the most powerful insurgent groups in Colombia,” seeks to “control critical areas of the country
— particularly those associated with drug trafficking—and frequently engages in armed confrontations
with Colombian authorities.” The outfit also has leaders in Cuba and Venezuela.

On October 14, Hegseth reposted President Trump’s announcement of the first of the three strikes.

https://www.dni.gov/nctc/terrorist_groups/eln.html
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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https://x.com/SecWar/status/1979930208472912048?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1979930208472912048%7Ctwgr%5E31ad57c2414b6aeebb1ff646ff62424785cb6d02%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D429232action%3Dedit
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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https://x.com/PeteHegseth/status/1978155508960813249?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1978155508960813249%7Ctwgr%5Ed90392c796b3f9961ca7ba0f2daeaa02bb01aefe%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D429232action%3Dedit
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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A kinetic strike is one in which the target is destroyed by the power and velocity of the projectile.

The anti-drug-boat campaign began on September 1, as The New American reported. President Trump
announced the strike, and Hegseth told Fox News that national security officials “knew exactly” who
was on the boat.

“We knew exactly who was in that boat, we knew exactly what they were doing, and we knew exactly
who they represented, and that was Tren de Aragua, a narcoterrorist organization designated by the
United States, trying to poison our country with illicit drugs,” Hegseth said.

So far, the strikes have killed at least 32 people. Two others were captured.

https://thenewamerican.com/us/crime/trump-u-s-destroys-tda-terror-gang-drug-boat-hegseth-more-strikes-ahead/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/us/crime/trump-u-s-destroys-tda-terror-gang-drug-boat-hegseth-more-strikes-ahead/?utm_source=_pdf
https://x.com/TruthTrumpPosts/status/1962990555677503590?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1962990555677503590%7Ctwgr%5Ef0d1345a94484222e80e4eada7c60967e805481d%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D429232action%3Dedit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2025_United_States_strikes_on_Venezuelan_boats
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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Support for the Strikes
Politico reported that the strikes have united “regime change advocates and immigration hardliners,”
notably White House aide Stephen Miller and Secretary of State Marco Rubio.

“A newfound alliance between Secretary of State Marco Rubio and deputy chief of staff Stephen Miller
has been at the center of President Donald Trump’s increasingly aggressive actions against Venezuela,
according to three people familiar with internal conversations,” the website reported:

The two top officials — who previously disagreed about how combative to get with the
Venezuelan government — have coalesced around the current no-limits approach to
combating drug trafficking, the people said. …

Miller and Rubio are now moving in lockstep on Venezuela, the three people said. They’re
both “on the same page” about the U.S. government approaching the South American
petrostate as akin to a transnational criminal group, said another one of the people familiar
with discussions.

Together, they’ve managed to sideline a third group: those who want to preserve some
access for oil majors to the petrostate’s vast energy reserves and generally normalize
relations with Caracas. That group had pushed for diplomatic engagement with Caracas.
Now many in that corner are resigned to the idea that Trump will hit Venezuela hard.

https://www.politico.com/news/2025/10/21/trump-immigration-marco-rubio-drug-00617331
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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Opposition
Paul, the senator from Kentucky, is skeptical.

“We have dangerous people in a lot of American cities but we just don’t go in and shoot them,” Paul told
Piers Morgan on his Uncensored program:

I mean, we have trials, they get legal representation and even on the high seas, it’s been
that way for generations. 

Paul said that 25 percent of the boats stopped by the Coast Guard off the coast of Florida on the
suspicion of hauling drugs don’t carry them. Yet despite that, he said, U.S. forces are now simply
destroying boats.

“Interdicting drugs has always been a criminal activity [as opposed to a military responsibility], a

https://x.com/politico/status/1980735660274209167?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1980735660274209167%7Ctwgr%5Ef682c9758bf7318d99943db4b0c9c64afca09084%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D429232action%3Dedit
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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criminal, anti-crime sort of activity, where we don’t just summarily execute people. We actually present
evidence and convict them,” he said.

“The U.S. should not be blowing up boats without even knowing who’s on them,” Paul wrote on October
8. “There’s no due process in that — no names, no evidence, no oversight.”

On the same day, Reason excerpted one of his speeches on the Senate floor.

“The blow-them-to-smithereens crowd, at this point, will loudly voice their opinion that people in
international waters whom we label as terrorists deserve no due process,” Paul said:

Vice President [J.D.] Vance asserts: “There are people who are bringing — literal terrorists

https://x.com/RandPaul/status/1975992124647588266?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1975992124647588266%7Ctwgr%5E445f7fff9141d53a059ebaccc660ef77f957ba41%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D429232action%3Dedit
https://reason.com/2025/10/08/the-constitution-does-not-allow-the-president-to-unilaterally-blow-suspected-drug-smugglers-to-smithereens/?nab=0
https://reason.com/2025/10/08/the-constitution-does-not-allow-the-president-to-unilaterally-blow-suspected-drug-smugglers-to-smithereens/?nab=0
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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— who are bringing deadly drugs into our country.”

Which, of course, raises the questions:

1. Who labelled them and with what evidence?

2. What are their names, and what specifically shows their membership and guilt?

Even John Yoo, the deputy assistant attorney general under President George W. Bush who justified the
use of torture on terror suspects, Paul noted, questioned the strikes. “There has to be a line between
crime and war,” Yoo said:

We can’t just consider anything that harms the country to be a matter for the military.
Because that could potentially include every crime.

https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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Paul has invited fury from President Trump because the libertarian senator doesn’t march in lockstep
with the administration. Trump called him a “nasty liddle guy” and a “sick wacko” because he voted
against the “One Big Beautiful Bill” and, more recently, against GOP spending plans to reopen the
government, as The Hill reported.

https://x.com/SenRandPaul/status/1976024097856315440?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1976024097856315440%7Ctwgr%5E28a2b00d9e9c4cd0808ee854a5b6028e9bb80de0%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D429232action%3Dedit
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/5379227-rand-paul-gop-spending-bill/
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/5379227-rand-paul-gop-spending-bill/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/rand-paul-favor-paying-troops-federal-workers-government-shutdown-bill-rcna238429
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/5567907-rand-paul-trump-insults/
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/5567907-rand-paul-trump-insults/
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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