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U.S. Ranchers on Border Plead for Help Amid Onslaught
Hundreds of distraught ranchers and other
citizens living near the increasingly
dangerous U.S.-Mexico border met with
elected officials in the small town of Animas,
New Mexico, on March 10 at a local high-
school auditorium to share their horror
stories of lawlessness and plead for proper
border security. Despite bogus claims by
politicians and the Obama administration
about the southern border region allegedly
being “secure,” those speaking at the
summit blasted the “invasion” and said the
security situation was spiraling out of
control. It is time for serious action, local
citizens said.

Smugglers and other criminals are pouring across the often-undefended border, residents explained,
jeopardizing their livelihoods and even their lives — not to mention national security. Some of the
speakers had even lost loved ones in the lawlessness. And despite years of pleading with federal and
state officials for help, residents, activists, and ranchers sounded exasperated, saying their pleas had
gone unanswered so far. More boots on the ground are needed, locals said. At least one retired lawman
suggested that sheriffs deputize citizens. Some attendees even called for deploying troops to the
border.  

Inspiring the meeting, according to attendees quoted in media reports, was the kidnapping of a local
American ranch hand. The victim reportedly happened upon a caravan of drug runners from the other
side of the border while working on a cattle ranch in New Mexico’s “Bootheel” region along the border
with Mexico. Tricia Elbrock, co-owner of the company that employs the kidnapping victim, was quoted
in the Albuquerque Journal on March 7 recounting what happened in December of last year.

“They kidnapped him, tied him up, threw all our tools out and fittings and loaded our company vehicle
with all the drugs,” Elbrock explained. “They waited ’til dark to leave the ranch. They needed him to
help guide them through to the highway…. This is still pretty raw. We got him back safe. They did rough
him up, but we got him back. It’s a mess. I don’t know what to tell you. We have got to have help down
here.” The FBI is investigating.

At the March 10 meeting, the wife and son of Robert Krentz, a prominent Arizona rancher murdered by
a suspected illegal border crosser while on his own property, also spoke out. “Fifteen-hundred people
have been killed by illegal immigrants since Rob was killed,” Krentz’s widow, Sue,  was quoted as
saying in media reports. “My message is we need to secure the border. We don’t need to create new
laws, we need to enforce the ones we have…. We are now witnessing brutal mob behavior and many
have no intent to assimilate into the community.”

So far, the government has ignored the desperate pleas for help. “When we asked for better security on
the border, we were told security is not to be expected,” Sue continued. “Families on the border — our
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lives are expendable.” She also displayed a T-shirt after the meeting that was covered with the names
and dates of Americans killed by illegal immigrants. “Let’s never have more names on a Stolen Lives
Quilt or the back of a T-shirt,” she was quoted as saying. “Stop this invasion!”

Robert Krentz, Sue’s husband, was murdered in March of 2010 after ranching on the Krentz ranch since
1977. The family had been ranching in the area since the 19th century, according to reports. He was
shot and killed after reporting having seen an immigrant in need of assistance — a common occurrence
in the area. While law enforcement initially suspected an illegal immigrant of the slaying, investigations
later suggested a smuggler could have been responsible.

Others speaking out at the town-hall-style meeting included fellow ranchers who warned of similar
problems and called for more Border Patrol agents to be placed along the border, where in the area the
agents are often stationed dozens of miles from the border. One speaker also asked that ranchers and
residents be notified when there are incidents in their area, because it exposes their homes to danger
when criminals are fleeing to elude capture. Also sounding the alarm was a veterinarian, who warned
about the health implications for livestock, the economy, and even humans of not being able to properly
test people coming across the border for diseases.  

Despite claims from politicians in Washington, D.C., it is clear that the border is nowhere close to what
a reasonable person would describe as “secure.” That is by design, of course. But the people suffering
on the front lines of that are only the first to be victimized. If Congress does not get serious about
demanding the enforcement of federal laws on border security, all of America will face the
consequences, too. It is time to restore law and order on the border.
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