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Who Really Owns America? The Banks, the Billionaires,
and the Deep State

“The politicians are put there to give you the
idea that you have freedom of choice. You
don’t. You have no choice. You have owners.
They own you. They own everything... It’s
called the American Dream, ‘cause you have
to be asleep to believe it.” — George Carlin

As President Trump floats the idea of 50-
year mortgages, Americans are being sold a
new version of the American Dream — one
that can never truly be owned, only leased
from the banks, billionaires, and private
equity landlords who profit from our
permanent state of debt. John Whitehead
John Whitehead

Which begs the question: who owns
America?

Is it the government? The politicians? The corporations? The foreign investors? The American people?

While the Deep State keeps the nation divided and distracted by circus politics, America is literally
being bought and sold right out from under us.

Consider the facts.

Homeownership — the cornerstone of middle-class stability — is being transformed into a lifetime
rental agreement. Cars, homes, and even college degrees have become indentured commodities in a
debt-driven economy where the average American family serves as collateral for Wall Street’s profits.

This is not accidental.
It’s the natural evolution of an economy built to enrich the few at the expense of the many.

The American Dream has been repackaged as a subscription service — an illusion of ownership propped
up by 0% down payments, predatory interest rates, and fine print that lasts a lifetime.

What used to be called “buying” is now simply renting from the future.

We're losing more and more of our land every year to corporations and foreign interests. As
individual Americans struggle just to make rent, corporations and foreign investors are quietly buying
the country piece by piece. Foreign ownership of U.S. agricultural land has surged to more than 43
million acres — millions added in just the last few years. Meanwhile, large institutional landlords and
single-family rental operators have amassed hundreds of thousands of houses across the country.
Corporations now hold vast portfolios, converting would-be first-time buyers into permanent tenants.
The result is a nation where more of our soil and shelter are controlled by entities whose primary
allegiance is to shareholders — not communities.

The same dynamic plays out across industries.

We're losing more and more of our businesses every year to foreign corporations and
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interests. Brands that once defined American enterprise — U.S. Steel, Budweiser, Jeep and Chrysler,
Burger King, 7-Eleven — now fly international flags. Global conglomerates have bought up the names
we grew up with: U.S. Steel (now Japanese-owned); General Electric (Chinese-owned); Budweiser
(Belgium); Burger King (Canada); 7-Eleven (Japan); Jeep, Chrysler, and Dodge (Netherlands); and IBM
(China). The American economy has become a franchise of the world’s oligarchs.

We’re digging ourselves deeper and deeper into debt, both as a nation and as a populace. Debt
has become America’s most profitable export. Washington borrows trillions it cannot repay; Wall Street
packages our futures into products it can sell; and households shoulder record balances. The national
debt (the amount the federal government has borrowed over the years and must pay back) has surged
to more than $38 trillion under President Trump, “the fastest accumulation of a trillion dollars in debt
outside of the COVID-19 pandemic.” In this economy, debt has replaced freedom as our national
currency.

The Fourth Estate — the supposed watchdog of power — has largely merged with the
corporate state. Independent news agencies, which were supposed to act as bulwarks against
government propaganda, have been subsumed by a global corporate takeover of newspapers, television
and radio. A handful of corporations now control most of the media industry and, thus, the information
dished out to the public. Likewise, with Facebook and Google having appointed themselves the arbiters
of disinformation, we now find ourselves grappling with new levels of corporate censorship by entities
with a history of colluding with the government to keep the citizenry mindless, muzzled and in the dark.

Most critically of all, however, the U.S. government, long ago sold to the highest bidders, now
operates as a shell company for corporate interests. Nowhere is this state of affairs more evident
than in the manufactured spectacle that is politics. Elections change the faces, not the system.
Members of Congress do far more listening to donors than to citizens, so much so that they spend two-
thirds of their time in office raising money. As Reuters reports, “It also means that lawmakers often
spend more time listening to the concerns of the wealthy than anyone else.”

In the oligarchy that is the American police state, it clearly doesn’t matter who wins the White House, if
they all answer to the same corporate shareholders.

So much for living the American dream.
“We the people” have become the new, permanent underclass in America.

We’re being forced to shell out money for endless wars that are bleeding us dry; money for surveillance
systems to track our movements; money to further militarize our already militarized police; money to
allow the government to raid our homes and bank accounts; money to fund schools where our kids learn
nothing about freedom and everything about how to comply; and on and on.

This is no way of life.
It’s tempting to say that there’s little we can do about it, except that’s not quite accurate.

There are a few things we can do — demand transparency, reject cronyism and graft, insist on fair
pricing and honest accounting methods, call a halt to incentive-driven government programs that
prioritize profits over people — but it will require that “we the people” stop playing politics and stand
united against the politicians and corporate interests who have turned our government and economy
into a pay-to-play exercise in fascism.

Unfortunately, we’ve become so invested in identity politics that label us based on our political leanings
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that we’ve lost sight of the one label that unites us: we’re all Americans.

The powers-that-be want us to adopt an “us versus them” mindset that keeps us powerless and divided.
Yet as I make clear in my book Battlefield America: The War on the American People and in its fictional
counterpart The Erik Blair Diaries, the only “us versus them” that matters is “we the people” against
the Deep State.

The American Dream was meant to promise opportunity, not indentured servitude.
Yet in the American Police State, freedom itself is on loan — with interest.

We can keep renting our lives from the powerful few who profit from our compliance, or we can reclaim
true ownership — of our persons, our labor, our government, and our future.

For as long as we still have one, the choice is ours.

About John & Nisha Whitehead:

Constitutional attorney and author John W. Whitehead is founder and president of The Rutherford
Institute. His latest books The Erik Blair Diaries and Battlefield America: The War on the American
People are available at www.amazon.com. Whitehead can be contacted at johnw@rutherford.org. Nisha
Whitehead is the Executive Director of The Rutherford Institute. Information about The Rutherford
Institute is available at www.rutherford.org.
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access

= : Exclusive Subscriber Content
THE VAX = | L Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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