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Unemployment and Job Figures Aren’t Truthful
The U.S. Department of Labor recently
claimed that the number of unemployed
workers in America has shrunk to 5.6
percent. And the same source claimed that
252,000 new jobs were created during the
month of December and everyone should
cheer the success of the Obama
administration. Shouldn’t we all be delighted
with these numbers?

But there are problems with these claims —
big problems. Plenty of seasonal jobs are
created during the end-of-the-year, pre-
Christmas buying spree. They don’t last.
Celebrating temporary seasonal job growth
as though it were permanent is dishonest.

Secondly, the unemployment figure doesn’t count the many Americans who have ceased looking for
work after months of trying to find a job. Nor does it count others who have part-time jobs instead of
the full-time employment they formerly enjoyed and would surely prefer. The statisticians compiling the
government’s figures don’t include all of these individuals. If they did, the real unemployment rate
swells to 11.2 percent, exactly twice the published figure.
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A nation’s economic vitality — including decent-paying jobs — depends on manufacturing. A nation
whose people are making things is a nation where wealth is being created. But the number of
manufacturers in our country continues to shrink. Everyone knows that the stores are full of imported
goods made by others in faraway lands. So, too, are many other items made outside the United States
when they were formerly manufactured by Americans.

America’s wealth-producers took a huge hit after enactment of the 1995 North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA). In 1993, the United States had a $1.66 billion trade surplus with Mexico. After
NAFTA, the surplus disappeared, replaced immediately by a $15.8 billion deficit that has grown to more
than $60 billion per year. The jobs that Americans formerly held haven’t returned. Many more have
ended up in China where the U.S. trade deficit has ballooned to more than $80 billion per year.

The Obama administration has customarily provided dishonest unemployment figures. But the president
and his team are now seeking congressional passage of two additional NAFTA-like trade
agreements, one with Pacific-rim nations and the other with the European Union. If these two pacts are
approved by Congress, the already bad unemployment situation will grow even worse.

Follow these links to contact Congress and tell them to reject the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) and
the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP). And messages sent to elected officials ought
to demand honesty from the bureaucrats who habitually paint the nation’s economic situation with rosy
colors when honesty calls for quite the opposite.

http://www.thenewamerican.com/world-news/item/16344-trade-promises-and-trade-reality
http://www.thenewamerican.com/world-news/asia/item/19697-trans-pacific-partnership-to-facilitate-u-s-china-merger
http://www.thenewamerican.com/economy/item/17201-us-eu-trade-pact-accelerates-economic-and-political-integration
https://www.votervoice.net/JBS/campaigns/37850/respond
https://www.votervoice.net/JBS/campaigns/35307/respond
https://thenewamerican.com/author/john-f-mcmanus/?utm_source=_pdf
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John F. McManus is president of The John Birch Society and publisher of The New American. This
column appeared originally at the insideJBS blog and is reprinted here with permission.

http://www.jbs.org/issues-pages/stop-the-free-trade-agenda
http://www.jbs.org
http://www.jbs.org
https://thenewamerican.com/author/john-f-mcmanus/?utm_source=_pdf
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Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.
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