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‘Tis the Season in Which We Celebrate America’s Christian
Heritage
So despite the attempts by atheists to ban
Christianity from American public life,
particularly in the public schools, they
cannot eradicate Christmas from family life,
let alone the shopping malls. As anyone can
see, Christmas has acquired great economic
power. And that is because Christianity is at
the foundation of our spiritual life and
political system.

Secular humanism tries to give the
impression that Christianity was just a
passing phase in American history, and that
our culture is advancing into a new secular
religion more in keeping with modern
values. But the humanist movement cannot
remove the need in people’s lives for
attachment to their Creator. In recent years
we’ve seen a revival of religious fervor in
America, particularly in the South where
mega-churches have been built to
accommodate the large numbers of people
who need all the spiritual nourishment they
can get.

Everybody seems to recognize that our modern civilization is in very big trouble. We have a national
debt in the trillions of dollars. We are at war with radical Islam. We have a socialist regime in
Washington at odds with our constitutional form of government. Our technological advances are
astounding, yet we have mobs in the streets calling for the end of capitalism, the very system that
created all of these goodies.

Perhaps a refresher course in American history and our Christian roots is needed to strengthen our
convictions of how the American people should go about reconstructing their future. Getting people to
live in obedience to the Ten Commandments has always been an uphill battle, even in colonial times.

Paul Johnson, a great admirer of the American system of political and religious freedom, wrote in his
book, A History of the American People: "There was a spiritual event in the first half of the 18th century
in America, and it proved to be of vast significance, both in religion and in politics."

He is referring to the Great Awakening, a religious revival started by impassioned preachers
determined to bring as many souls as possible to the saving grace of Jesus Christ.

By the early 18th century, through hard work, a prosperous seagoing trade, and practical inventiveness,
the colonies had grown rich and the churches in the cities had become respectable and stale. At
Harvard College, religious liberalism was slowly replacing Calvinism. And that is why the revival started

https://thenewamerican.com/author/sam/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by Sam Blumenfeld on November 24, 2011

Page 2 of 4

in the country, away from the cities. It started among the German immigrants. In 1719, Theodore
Frelinghuysen, a pastor of the Dutch Reformed Church, led a series of revival meetings in the Raritan
Valley in which he stressed the need for Bible study among the people.

In Neshaminy, Pennsylvania, William Tennent (1673-1745) built his Log College, a primitive rural
academy that taught basic academics as well as religion. Frontier religion consisted of rhetorical
fireworks and enthusiastic hymn-singing, quite unlike the staid services in the respectable churches of
Boston and Philadelphia.

In Massachusetts, it was the intellectual Jonathan Edwards (1703-58) who spurred the revival in New
England where religious liberalism was dampening the old Calvinist spirit. His sermon "Sinners in the
Hands of an Angry God" was read throughout the colonies and memorized by many lesser evangelists
who wanted to melt hardened hearts. In his discourse "God Glorified in the Work of Redemption" he
asserted that the happiness human beings find in the "Glorious Excellences and Beauty of God" is the
greatest earthly pleasure as well as a spiritual transformation.

But perhaps the greatest and most effective of the Awakening preachers was George Whitefield
(1714-70), who came to America from England "to blow up the Divine Fire lately kindled." He preached
to huge crowds in the open air and through him the Lord converted thousands of souls.

The Awakening also spurred the founding of such great institutions of learning as Dartmouth College in
New Hampshire, King's College in New York, which later became Columbia, and the College of New
Jersey, which became Princeton. Thus the religious revival also emphasized the need for learning and
inspired a vision of the future in which, Edwards said, "God shall take the kingdom." Paul Johnson
writes:

The Great Awakening was thus the proto-revolutionary event, the formative moment in American
history, preceding the political drive for independence and making it possible. It was the marriage
between the rationalism of the American elites touched by the Enlightenment with the spirit of
the Great Awakening among the masses which enabled the popular enthusiasm thus aroused to be
channeled into the political aims of the revolution. Neither force could have succeeded without
the other.

And that is why the Christian religion has been such an integral part of the American psyche, from
colonial times to the present. Without that spiritual component, America would not be America. And
that is why the humanists and atheists will never succeed in separating America from its religion.
Christianity is the bedrock of our basic culture no matter what Hollywood and the liberal media may do
to negate that fact.

Thus, the Great Awakening is a subject that all Americans should study in depth because it will teach
them the significance of Christianity in our past and its continued significance in our future. Read the
sermons of Jonathan Edwards and George Whitefield and discover the power that galvanized the 13
colonies into a single union that permitted them to wage a most difficult War of Independence against
the mightiest military power on earth and win.

In back of the Declaration of Independence was the Word of God inscribed in the hearts of the colonists
who would be free. As Paul Johnson said, neither force could have succeeded without the other. Indeed,
Christianity has flourished in such a way that freedom of conscience is as much part and parcel of our
culture as the freedom of religion itself. Thus, we saw the rise of many different Christian
denominations, variations on the theme of Christ’s divinity. And no denomination sought to dominate
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any other. That is why the Constitution forbade the establishment of a national church. And that
explains the richness and diversity of the American spiritual experience.
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