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This Is Why I Ran

Larry Elder

During and after my unsuccessful eight-
week campaign for governor of California, I
received many letters and tried to reply to as
many as I could. These stood out.

Dear Mr. Elder,

Hi, my name is Henrique Del Monte [not his
real name] and I am incarcerated at
Corcoran State Prison [in California], where
I am serving a 27-year prison sentence for
multiple crimes I did not commit.

I have been incarcerated since I was 16
years old and today I’m 28 years old. The
reason I’m writing you is because I admire
and greatly respect what you do and what
you want to do for this beautiful country. I
am a Christian who believes that the moral
fabric of this nation is being literally torn
apart.

I watch your show here in prison; yes, I have a TV in my cell and your show comes on the NTD/Epoch
Times channel. I never paid attention and never really even cared about this nation until one day I kept
hearing all the fuss about Donald Trump and the Republicans.

I decided to see for myself what was going on and I believe that if Christians do not stand up and sound
the drum like in the Bible — like what you were doing — then this nation will go from a free and blessed
country into a communist, cursed country.

So yeah, Larry, you’ve recently “lost the battle,” like you said. But you also said, “We will win the war.”
Keep going. Fight for this country. Out!

Dear Mr. Elder,

Hello, my name is J.R., and I am 14.

I just want to tell you that I think your vision for California is brilliant. My sisters and I would really
benefit from school choice. From what my mom and grandfather told me, you don’t support the mask or
vaccine mandates.

I’m going to high school, and I don’t want to wear a mask like I was forced to do in junior high. Nobody
wanted to talk to each other, and, after a while, I decided not to go to school. I opted for virtual school.
It’s not how I pictured I would end junior high school. My family fully supports you and we hope you win
the position of governor of California.

Dear Mr. Elder,

My mom wants to move out of California because of Gov. Gavin Newsom. I hope that you win so we
won’t have to move. And please take the mask rule away. It’s very dumb, and I don’t like wearing the
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mask at all. I just want things to go back to normal.

From Kate, age 11.

Dear Larry,

We really would like you to win the recall in California. My name is Aiden and I am 11 years old, and
from New Jersey.

I’m very interested in politics and watch you on Fox News. I asked my daddy to take me to a school
board meeting, which he did. There are eight people running for our school board and we want the
right people to be elected.

I really hope you win.

Dear Larry Elder,

Hello! My name is Caleb. I am 13 years old and in the eighth grade, and I live in Meridian, Idaho. I
choose to write this letter to you because it is amazing what you were trying to do in California. It is one
of the most liberal states in America, and you were trying to do something to set things straight. I was
wondering what personally inspires you, whether it be God or family or something else. Also, what are
you going to do now that the election is over? I want to thank you for inspiring me to speak about
what’s right, no matter the circumstances.

I’ve been asked many times why I decided to run, even though I knew it would be, to say the least, an
uphill fight. This is why.

Larry Elder is a bestselling author and nationally syndicated radio talk show host. His latest book, The
New Trump Standard, is available in paperback from Amazon.com and for Nook, Kindle, iBooks and
Google Play. To find out more about Larry Elder, or become an “Elderado,” visit www.LarryElder.com.
Follow Larry on Twitter @LarryElder. To read features by other Creators Syndicate writers and
cartoonists, visit the Creators Syndicate website at www.creators.com.
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Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.
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