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The Nobel (War Is) Peace Prize

Ron Paul
Ron Paul

When it comes to destroying your brand,
Norwegian Nobel Committee is the Bud Lite
of peace prizes. After all, back in 2009 they
gave the Peace Prize to a President Barack
Obama who then went on to bomb at least
seven countries, set the Middle East on fire,
and even conduct drone strikes on American
citizens!

Other awardees have had similarly
suspicious records as peacemakers. They
even gave a Peace Prize to the likes of Henry
Kissinger.

This year has proven to be no different. Last week the Nobel Committee announced that the 2025 Peace
Prize would go to Venezuelan politician María Corina Machado. Machado has a long history in the
Venezuelan opposition including support for and participation in the US-backed, 2002 coup against
then-president Hugo Chavez.

She is likewise a strong opponent of current Venezuelan president, Nicolas Maduro, and in 2018 even
wrote a letter to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu asking for Israel’s assistance in
overthrowing the Venezuelan government.

Shouldn’t we be cheering anyone seeking to overthrow Maduro’s authoritarian style of socialism that is
hardly helping the people of the country? Perhaps, but what Machado is seeking is very different from
working for change in her country’s system of government. She has long worked with and been paid by
the US government’s “regime change” apparatus, the National Endowment for Democracy (NED).

NED was founded under President Reagan to do openly what the CIA has been notorious for doing in
secret: overthrowing foreign governments that Washington doesn’t like. Scratch any of the “color
revolutions” of the past 30 years and you will find the participation of the National Endowment for
Democracy.

Nowhere have these coups and revolutions promoted and funded by NED (and the CIA itself) been even
remotely successful. They have only produced broken, ravaged, burned-out shells like we have seen in
Libya and elsewhere. They produced chaos and called it freedom and democracy. They even helped put
al-Qaeda in power in Syria!

No, you don’t have to love Maduro or his style of governance to be critical of outside attempts to oust
him. In President Trump’s first term, he set his neocons loose on Venezuela and the result was the
almost comical rise of the political nobody Juan Guaido.

I say “almost comical” because Trump’s neocons wasted untold millions of our dollars on the farce.

Is the Nobel Peace Prize just another deep state, soft-power tool intended to boost the US global
military empire? The timing of the award going to the relatively unknown Machado is suspicious.
President Trump has parked an armada of warships off the Venezuelan coast as his aides openly talk
about “decapitation” strikes on the Venezuelan government. After the extrajudicial killing of some 20
civilians in his attacks on at least four boats off the Venezuelan coast, President Trump is openly
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bragging that no one dares launch a boat in the area.

The “Peace Prize” endows Machado with a new sense of moral authority and gives weight to any
“green-light” she may again give to outside militaries to attack her own country.

What’s wrong with heeding Machado’s calls to “liberate” her country? President John Quincy Adams
said it best, America “goes not abroad, in search of monsters to destroy. She is the well-wisher to the
freedom and independence of all. She is the champion and vindicator only of her own.”

Ron Paul is a former U.S. congressman from Texas. This article originally appeared at the Ron Paul
Institute for Peace and Prosperity and is reprinted here with permission.
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