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The Media Fail to Start a Race War
You have to wonder: Do the mainstream
media really want blacks in this country to
riot because a jury of his peers found George
Zimmerman “not guilty” of the charges
against him?

That’s certainly the impression I get from
the coverage of the trial and its aftermath.

In fact, the incredibly biased and often
incendiary reporting began long before the
trial even began. It started shortly after the
fatal shooting of Trayvon Martin on Feb. 26,
2012, and it skyrocketed when authorities in
Sanford, Fla., said there wasn’t enough
evidence to charge Zimmerman with
murder.

That was all the professional race-baiters needed to launch a national crusade for “justice.” Virtually
overnight, Al Sharpton, Jesse Jackson, NAACP officials, and numerous other crusaders had an issue that
would get them in front of the cameras again. They grabbed their megaphones and put on their
marching shoes. And the mainstream media promptly gave them all of the publicity they could want.

The pressure for the authorities to bring charges was impossible to resist. The Sanford police chief was
fired for refusing to arrest Zimmerman. Angela Corey, the State Attorney in Florida, led a prosecution
that was so biased and dishonest that Alan Dershowitz, the liberal Harvard Law professor, says she
should be the one to be put on trial.

“I think there were violations of civil rights and civil liberties — by the prosecutor,” Dershowitz said.
“The prosecutor sent this case to a judge and willfully, deliberately and, in my view, criminally withheld
exculpatory evidence.”

The famous criminal-law expert added specifics: “They denied the judge the right to see pictures that
showed Zimmerman with his nose broken and his head bashed in. The prosecution should be
investigated for civil rights violations and civil liberty violations.”

Fat chance that will happen.

As just one example of how viciously the media distorted things before the jury rendered its verdict,
consider Zimmerman’s telephone call to 911 on the night of the shooting. Here’s what the Today show
played for its audience a month later: “This guy looks like he’s up to no good. He looks black.”

Sure makes it sounds as though Zimmerman based his concern on Martin’s skin color, doesn’t it? That’s
what the media wanted you to think. But as we subsequently learned, the Today editors deliberately
omitted an important part of that telephone call. Here’s a transcript of the actual conversation:

Zimmerman: “This guy looks like he’s up to no good. Or he’s on drugs or something. It’s raining
and he’s just walking around, looking about.”

Dispatcher: “OK, and this guy — is he black, white, or Hispanic?”
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Zimmerman: “He looks black.”

You’ll be pleased to learn that Steve Capus, who at the time was president of NBC News, said that the
edited phone call was most emphatically “not a deliberate act to misrepresent the phone call.” Sure
thing, Steve. And thanks for assuring us that the people guilty of this flagrant distortion were
“disciplined,” whatever that means.

As it happens, a lengthy investigation by the FBI could find absolutely no evidence that Zimmerman has
ever expressed any racist sentiments. And you can bet the liberal media tried desperately to find some.

Zimmerman’s attorneys say that now that his trial is over, they plan to proceed with a defamation
lawsuit against NBC News. I wish them well. In fact, I hope Zimmerman collects a ton of money. He’s
going to need it, since it looks like he will be put on trial again.

That’s right. The NAACP is leading an effort to have Zimmerman face Federal charges of violating
Martin’s civil rights. Some even want him charged with a hate crime. The NAACP has collected more
than 450,000 signatures for a petition campaign with this appeal: “A jury has acquitted George
Zimmerman, but we are not done demanding justice for Trayvon Martin. Sign our petition to the
Department of Justice today.”

If the race-baiters have their way, Zimmerman will once more be on trial — this time in a federal court.
So we’ll once again hear the media go through distortions to make everything about race. That’s why
we got such absurdities as the media description of him as “a white Hispanic.”

Meanwhile, the Orlando Sentinel reported that the Justice Department is asking for the public to assist
in its investigation: “The U.S. Department of Justice on Monday afternoon appealed to civil rights
groups and community leaders, nationally and in Sanford, for help investigating whether a federal
criminal case might be brought against George Zimmerman for the shooting death of Trayvon Martin,
one advocate said.”

Apparently, if you know anything that could lead the Feds to press charges, they want you to send them
an email about it. Can you imagine the kind of “tips” they’re going to receive? And probably not just
about Zimmerman. I’ll bet they receive all sorts of rumors and accusations about his defense attorneys.
Heck, they’ll probably even get a ton of scuttlebutt about some of the jurors.

Much was made of the fact that, of the six women on the jury that acquitted Zimmerman, not one of
them was black. There were five whites and one Hispanic. But here’s something you may not have
known: There was a black male in the jury pool, but he was rejected by the prosecution. Why? Because
he admitted that he watched FOX News. That was all the prosecution needed to hear.

According to a recent Rasmussen poll, more blacks think other blacks are racists than whites. Yes, you
read that correctly. The Rasmussen pollsters say that 31 percent of blacks believe most blacks are
racist, while only 24 percent of blacks believe that most whites are. Interesting, isn’t it?

Thankfully, some black leaders are speaking out in opposition to more criminal prosecution of
Zimmerman. Alveda King, the niece of civil rights icon Martin Luther King Jr., had this to say about the
efforts of the NAACP and other organizations: “We need to wonder why they’re doing that, what kind of
checks and money they’re getting behind the scenes to stir us up into racial anarchy. We should be
speaking non-violence, justice, peace and love as Trayvon’s parents are doing, by the way. So we need
to ask why they’re race baiting, because they are.”

After what was probably the most highly publicized trial of this century, Zimmerman was acquitted of
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all charges against him. That’s not good enough for Sharpton and the other professional race baiters.
Nor is it good enough for the liberal-dominated media. They love to feature any criticism of this country,
no matter how distorted or exaggerated.

Thankfully, so far at least, all we’ve seen are what the media refer to as “mostly peaceful”
demonstrations against the verdict. It could have been a lot worse. And if the race baiters get their way
and Zimmerman goes on trial again, I’m afraid it will be.

Until next time, keep some powder dry.

 

Chip Wood was the first news editor of The Review of the News and also wrote for American Opinion,
our two predecessor publications. He is now the geopolitical editor of Personal Liberty Digest, where
his Straight Talk column appears weekly. This article first appeared in PersonalLiberty.com and has
been reprinted with permission.
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