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President Obama’s Speech at a Mosque
On February 3, President Barack Obama left
the nation’s capital to deliver a speech at the
Islamic Society of Baltimore, his first
address delivered at an Islamic mosque.
What he said on that occasion was
noteworthy for several distortions of truth,
but also for leaving out important history.

The president stated, “For more than a
thousand years, people have been drawn to
Islam’s message of peace. And the very word
itself, Islam, comes from salaam — peace.”
Not so; it doesn’t mean peace. A decent
dictionary will confirm that the word “Islam”
means submission.

Mr. Obama then told his Muslim audience, “Jefferson and John Adams had their own copies of the
Koran.” That’s correct, but they obtained them, not because of any affection for what Islam’s
foundational book states, but in order to know why American vessels were being attacked and their
crewmembers imprisoned by North Africa’s Muslim pirates operating out of Tripoli. Any U.S. Marine
would confirm that “from the shores of Tripoli” in the Marine Corps Hymn refers to Marines of the early
19th century taking action to put a stop to such treachery.

The president insisted that Muslim scholars of today “know Islam has a tradition of respect for other
faiths.” Again, not so. Wherever Islam dominates, people of other faiths are classified as second-class
citizens who must pay a tax and, in some cases, face execution.

More of what Mr. Obama said during his remarks in Baltimore can be shown to be similarly deficient.
But the history of Islam’s determined forays westward over many centuries should be included in a
discussion of the movement begun by Mohammed. Before the end of the seventh century, Muslims had
subdued and occupied large areas of Asia, Northern Africa, some Mediterranean islands, and portions
of Europe.

From a base they secured in Spain, a Mohammedan army stormed across the Pyrenees into France
where they were defeated at the historic 732 Battle of Tours by a smaller Christian force led by Charles
Martel. In his famous “History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire,” British historian Edward
Gibbon stated that had the Muslims triumphed on that occasion, “the Koran would have been taught at
Oxford and Cambridge Universities instead of the Bible.”

After Islamists captured Constantinople in 1453, they moved into Bulgaria, Romania, and Hungary. At
the famous Battle of Belgrade, another smaller Christian army led by Hungary’s King John Hunyadi
defeated Muslim forces led by Mehmet II. In 1492, King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain
triumphed over Islam’s followers known as Moors. The next attempt of Mohammed’s followers to gain
dominance in Europe occurred in a 1571 naval battle at Lepanto off the Greek coast where an
outnumbered Christian naval force led by Don Juan of Austria defeated the forces of Islam led by Ali
Pasha. Then in 1683, 200,000 Muslims led by Mustafa surrounded Vienna and prepared to conquer that
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strategic city but were met and defeated by Poland’s King John Sobieski and his outnumbered 80,000
troops.

Mr. Obama mentioned none of this. Nor did he refer to the current flood of Muslim immigrants into
Western Europe or the threat posed by those who intend to take control of the West, not by force of
arms, but by sheer numbers and the weapon known as terrorism.

The president’s speech was deficient in many ways, a deficiency shared by practically all of American
media who would have the people of our country believe that Islam stands for peace and poses no
threat to America and the West. Honest history tells a far different story.

John F. McManus is president emeritus of The John Birch Society. This column appeared originally at
the insideJBS blog and is reprinted here with permission.
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