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One Man Versus China

John Stossel

This week, while we celebrate the work of
America’s founders, I honor a living freedom
fighter: billionaire businessman Jimmy Lai.

When Communist China crushed freedom in
Hong Kong, Lai could have gone anywhere
in the world and lived a life of luxury. But he
chose to stay in Hong Kong and go to jail.

A new documentary, “The Hong Konger,”
tells his story.

Lai grew up in poverty in China.

“My mother was [imprisoned] in a labor
camp,” he recalls. “We were just 5 or 6 and
managing ourselves without an adult in the
household. When I was 8 and 9, I worked in
the railway station carrying people’s
baggage.”

There he learned about a little British-controlled island near China called Hong Kong, where people
were less poor. So he went there “in the bottom of a fishing junk, together with maybe 100, maybe 80,
people, and everybody vomiting.”

Once in Hong Kong, he was amazed at how plentiful food was. “I never saw so many things for
breakfast. I was so moved. I was crying.”
He got a job in a sweatshop. “We had to wake up before 7 and worked until 10 p.m. But it was a very
happy time … a time that I know I had a future.”

The chance to have a future makes such a difference.

At the time, Hong Kong was an unusually free country. Police enforced law and order, but otherwise,
the British rulers left people alone. That allowed people to prosper.

“The British gave us the institutions of freedom,” says Lai. “Rule of law, free speech, the free market …
That created the best in the world. That was very enlightening for me.”

Lai eventually saved enough money to start a clothing business. “I started a very small factory.
Eventually we became one of the biggest sweater factories in Hong Kong.” Gradually, his clothing
business, Giordano, made him rich.

Lai assumed that the Communist Chinese, seeing the prosperity in Hong Kong, would leave the island
alone. After all, even the Communists were embracing some capitalism.

“I thought China is going to be changed,” says Lai. “China is going to be like Western country that I’ve
been to. I was very excited.”

But then came the Tiananmen Square massacre. That inspired Lai to start a media company. Media are
important, he said, because they deliver information, “which is choice, and choice is freedom.”

Lai’s media business thrived. He covered Chinese government abuses when other Hong Kong media
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wouldn’t. “Everybody was so chickened out, so scared. They went into self-censorship to avoid
offending the Communists.”

Even foreign investors kept quiet to protect their investments in China.

Then, in 2020, China passed a “national security” law that declared it illegal for Hong Kongers to
criticize the Chinese government.

“It became impossible for media to survive!” complained Lai. “Whatever we say can be sedition.”

A conviction for sedition would mean jail time, three years to life.

But Lai kept his paper open.

“If we just surrender,” he said, “We will lose the rule of law. Lose the freedom. We will lose everything.”

Hong Kong did lose its freedom, but Lai still refused to leave. “I came here without anything.… I owe
freedom my life.… Don’t think about the consequences. Do what is right.”

For publishing the truth about the Communist government, Lai was arrested and sentenced to five
years in jail. Chinese officials say they may add more years.

Still, Lai says he doesn’t regret his decision to stay.

“It would be so boring just being a businessman. I want to make my life more meaningful and
interesting. That’s why I got into the trouble I got into today. And I’m happy to have it.”

Happy?

Jimmy Lai is a remarkable man, and a hero of freedom.

You can watch the whole documentary about him at FreeJimmyLai.com.

Every Tuesday at JohnStossel.com, Stossel posts a new video about the battle between government and
freedom. He is the author of Give Me a Break: How I Exposed Hucksters, Cheats, and Scam Artists and
Became the Scourge of the Liberal Media.

COPYRIGHT 2023 BY JFS PRODUCTIONS INC.

https://www.freejimmylai.com
https://www.johnstossel.com
https://thenewamerican.com/author/jstossel/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by John Stossel on July 7, 2023

Page 3 of 3

Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.
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