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Harry Reid’s Attack on the Constitution Backfires
No sooner had nastily partisan Senate
Majority Leader Harry Reid declared the
Senate back in session after its five-week
summer recess than he launched a one-two
punch that he was sure would score points
for Democrats in the upcoming elections.
Reid is desperate to preserve the
Democratic majority in the Senate — and his
plush and powerful position as majority
leader.

First, he took to the Senate floor to launch another one of his frothing-at-the-mouth diatribes against
those notorious Koch brothers, whom he claims are using their vast wealth to purchase elections for the
far right. He never mentions, of course, that conservative Republicans are routinely outspent by
wealthy liberal Democrats. He knows that the mainstream media is delighted to help hide the truth and
play along with this charade.

But Reid’s angry and dishonest rhetoric was just Part 1 of his cynical campaign. Part 2 was for the
Democrats to introduce a new constitutional amendment that would allegedly “correct” the problem, by
overriding the freedom-of-speech guarantees in the First Amendment.

Just how bad is this Democratic proposal? National Review described it as “an attack on basic human
rights, the Constitution, and democracy itself.” It said the measure “would invest Congress with blanket
authority to censor newspapers and television reports, ban books and films, and imprison people for
expressing their opinions. So long as two criteria are met — the spending of money and intending to
influence an election — the 1st Amendment would no longer apply.”

Senator Ted Cruz (R-Texas) was equally alarmed. He described the bill as “bar none the most radical
proposal that has been considered by the United States Senate in the time I have served.”

But the fact is, the bill had absolutely no chance of passage — and Reid knew it. In fact, he was
counting on the Republicans’ not even allowing it to be debated on the floor of the Senate. This would
give the Democrats some powerful sound bites for campaign attack ads. “See? The Republicans block
all of our efforts to prevent those evil billionaires from buying elections.”

But the Republicans derailed Reid’s scheme by actually agreeing to consider the measure. Here’s how
Politico described what happened:

Several Senate Republicans joined Democrats on Monday to advance a constitutional amendment
that would give Congress and the states greater power to regulate campaign finance.

But the bipartisanship ends there.

Many of the Republicans only voted for the bill to foul up Democrats’ pre-election messaging
schedule, freezing precious Senate floor time for a measure that ultimately has no chance of
securing the two-thirds support necessary in both the House and the Senate to amend the
Constitution.

Thanks to that Republican support, the vote to advance the bill — and, thus, require floor debate —
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passed by 79-18. Reid was furious that his scheme had collapsed. He said it was all part of a nefarious
Republican plot to “stall” other action in Senate.

Sorry, Harry. Now you won’t be able to introduce some of your other go-nowhere grandstand plays this
week, such as gender pay equity and raising the minimum wage.

That’s the kind of games the Democrats who control the Senate have been playing this week. It’s no
surprise that Reid is terribly worried, as he sees the Democratic majority in the Senate — and his
position as majority leader — slipping away.

You can bet that he’ll dream up several other slimy stunts over the next couple of months. Desperate
people do desperate things. And Reid is getting desperate.

Until next time, keep some powder dry.

Chip Wood was the first news editor of The Review of the News and also wrote for American Opinion,
our two predecessor publications. He is now the geopolitical editor of Personal Liberty Digest. This
article first appeared in PersonalLiberty.com and has been reprinted with permission.
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