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Gun-grabbing: Faulty Logic Allows Hypocrisy to Reign
Each new report about killings committed by
a person wielding a gun brings new cries for
restricting, even canceling, the right of the
people to keep and bear arms. After
the mass killing in Orlando, Florida, dozens
of U.S. congressmen swarmed into the
House chamber and staged a unique sit-in
demonstration as they demanded passage of
new laws. But their demands focused on
making more difficult the plight of a law-
abiding citizen to possess a weapon.

In the midst of their boisterous and truly childish demonstration, several produced photos of the 49
victims of the rampage. Representative Louie Gohmert (R-Texas) confronted the demonstrators with a
dose of pure logic. Above the self-serving din emanating from the anti-gun legislators, he insisted,
“Radical Islam killed these poor people.” Had he an opportunity to add to his statement, he surely
would have told the sit-in crowd that the guns used in Orlando massacre didn’t take themselves to the
scene of the crime. Nor did those guns pull their own triggers and fire bullets into the 49 victims.
Gohmert was urging the use of logic. But he failed completely and the sit-in continued. The anti-gun
demonstrators weren’t interested in logic.

On September 11, 2001, hijacked commercial airliners slammed into New York’s Twin Towers. Close to
three thousand died in the worst terrorist attack ever committed on American soil. Most of the victims
of that sensational crime died because the buildings collapsed, crushing the occupants. No guns were
used to kill those innocent people. The weapons were two airplanes. Without doubt, this was a unique
criminal act.

If crusaders within the anti-gun campaign movement followed their illogical campaigning, they would
have called for banning the use of airplanes. But no such demand was ever voiced. The horrible deed
was caused by people who guided those planes into the two buildings. Just as the guns used in Orlando,
San Bernardino, Fort Hood, and other crime scenes didn’t take themselves to the locales where they
were used, select the targets, and pull the triggers, those guns were activated by people. And the
airplanes that brought down the Twin Towers were also guided by people. The king of logic employed
by Congressman Gohmert after the Orlando shooting didn’t escape the minds of gun grabbers in the
wake of the tragedy in New York. They were willing to blame persons then, but not when a terrorist
uses a gun to kill his victims.

Most would-be gun grabbers blame guns for crimes. Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg is one who
would like to cancel the people’s right to be armed. But he makes an exception for himself. The NRA
notes that Facebook has banned acceptance of ads for firearms, ammunition, and even weapons used
for self-defense. Yet Zuckerberg spent $16 million to equip his residence with security measures
including numerous armed guards. While travelling in Germany, he hired armed bodyguards to watch
over him as he went jogging. The NRA noted that the message Zuckerberg has sent amounts to “Don’t
do as I do, just do as I say.”

At the bottom of outpourings of many would-be gun grabbers, hypocrisy reigns and logic is absent. But
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the right to keep and bear arms remains. Let’s keep it that way.

 

John F. McManus is president emeritus of The John Birch Society. This column appeared originally at the insideJBS blog and is
reprinted here with permission.
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