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Charity, Better Than Government

John Stossel
John Stossel

It’s the season for giving.

I’ll give!

I’ll donate to the Doe Fund, a charity that
helps ex-cons find purpose in life through
work. “Work works!” they say. It does. Doe
Fund graduates are less likely to go back to
jail.

I’ll donate to Student Sponsor Partners,
which helps at-risk kids escape bad “public
(government-run)” schools.

SSP sends the kids to Catholic schools. I’m
not Catholic, but I donate because the
Catholic schools do better at half the cost.
Thousands of families break the cycle of
poverty thanks to SSP.

When I was young, I assumed government would lift people out of poverty. “Government programs, a
‘war on poverty’ will give a leg up to the poor,” said my Princeton professors. I believed. But then I
watched the programs fail.

Now I understand that government actions do as much harm as good. Sometimes, much more harm.

Take that “war on poverty.” When it began, Americans were lifting themselves out of poverty. Year by
year, the number of families below the poverty line decreased.

Then came our government bureaucrats with their rules and programs. So far, they’ve spent $25 trillion
on programs for the poor.

The money helped some people. The poverty rate dropped for the first seven years of the “war.”

But then progress stopped. Government’s handouts encouraged people to became dependent on
handouts.

Learned helplessness, it’s called.

Welfare created an “underclass,” generations of people who don’t work. They’d lose benefits if they do.

Generations of people bear children but don’t marry. They’d lose benefits if they do.

Government taught people to be passive. This passivity was something new and bad.

That’s why charity is better. Charity workers can make judgments about who needs help and who needs
a push.

Not all charities do good. Some are as bad as government. But when they are well run, charities
encourage independence.

They also don’t force us to give them money.

There’s an even better way to help people: capitalism. Not that I’ll convince most people.
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Sen. Elizabeth Warren complained that Elon Musk should “pay taxes and stop freeloading off everyone
else.”

Freeloading? I like Musk’s answer.

“I will pay more taxes than any American in history ($11 billion that year) … Don’t spend it all at once …
oh, wait, you did already.”

They sure did. The feds burn through $11 billion every 15 hours. Now Republicans and Democrats will
spend even more.

Musk, meanwhile, is trying to make Twitter profitable. Some of his ideas are bad. Some will fail. But at
least Musk spends his own money, or money people willingly loan him.

Warren and her fellow politicians take money from us by force.

I prefer Musk’s way.

Billionaires sometimes do nasty things. Facebook’s Mark Zuckerberg censors truthful reporting.
Zuckerberg and Amazon’s Jeff Bezos sneakily lobby for regulations (like a higher minimum wage) that
give them advantages over their competitors. Donald Trump and Oprah Winfrey bought gross polluting
yachts.

But it’s their own money. They are free to spend it on whatever they want. Most do better things with it
than government would.

Zuckerberg invented better ways to connect with people. Bezos makes shopping easier and cheaper.
Musk stopped socialist idiots from censoring my Twitter account, created better electric cars and gave
satellite internet to poor people.

Businesses do better things because competition forces them to spend money well. If they don’t spend
well, they disappear.

Government never disappears. When politicians fail, they force us to give them more of our money so
they can do it again.

People hate capitalists, but it’s the capitalists who create the jobs, lift people out of poverty and feed
the world.

I’m a reporter, not an entrepreneur. I’m not likely to invent something new and useful. So today, I’ll
give money to charity.

It makes me feel good.

But the world benefits more from people like Musk — and the millions of entrepreneurs who try new
things.

Every Tuesday at JohnStossel.com, Stossel posts a new video about the battle between government and
freedom. He is the author of Give Me a Break: How I Exposed Hucksters, Cheats, and Scam Artists and
Became the Scourge of the Liberal Media.
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Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.
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