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Another Neoconservative Startup
Here we go again! The champions for
socialism, militarism, and world government
have a new organization. A successor to the
Project for the New American Century
(PNAC) and the Foreign Policy Initiative
(FPI), the Alliance for Securing Democracy
(ASD) is the latest think tank formed to
promote big government, war, and the
destruction of national sovereignty through
economic and political entanglements.

One after the other, these organizations are bastions of neoconservatism, the political philosophy
launched by Irving Kristol in 1972. Joyfully dubbed “the Godfather of Neoconservatism,” Kristol wrote
about his brand of skullduggery in his 1995 book Neoconservatism: The Autobiography of an Idea. For
its basic goals, he supported “the New Deal in principle” and condemned “the kind of isolationism that
then permeated American conservatism.” That’s socialism and internationalism, each an antithesis of
Americanism. In addition, neoconservatives have always supported involvement in wars to further their
goals.

PNAC debuted in 1997. Founded by Irving Kristol’s son William and veteran internationalist Robert
Kagan, its dozens of members included holdovers from the first Bush administration: Dick Cheney,
Donald Rumsfeld, Elliott Abrams, Dan Quayle, Paul Wolfowitz, and Robert Zoellick to name a few. They
wanted President Bush the elder to reinvade Iraq after the UN-limited goal in that unhappy country had
been achieved via the 1991 Desert Storm invasion.

Out of office after Clinton defeated the elder Bush in 1992, the PNAC neocons gathered under William
Kristol and pushed hard for another invasion of Iraq. They sought help from President Clinton who had
personal problems to deal with and couldn’t comply. Then they went to House Speaker Gingrich who
evidently didn’t want adopt their agenda. So the proposed re-invasion of Iraq got shelved.

After George W. Bush replaced Clinton in 2001, PNAC members Cheney, Rumsfeld, Wolfowitz, and
others were back in the saddle. They put together a plan to reinvade Iraq even before the devastating
9/11 attack. That attack supplied their rationale (a crisis that wasn’t wasted!) to reinvade Iraq. And,
revealingly, they sought and obtained authorization not from Congress but from the United Nations.

In 2009, six years after the second invasion of Iraq and the huge mess it produced, PNAC folded its tent
and made room for the FPI. Its top leaders just happened to include William Kristol and Robert Kagan,
the founders of PNAC. New potential targets turned out to be “China and Russia” along with “Al Qaeda
and its affiliates.” FPI’s underlying neoconservative goals were only a little different from those of its
PNAC predecessor: “rejection of isolationism,” “strong military budget,” “international economic
integration,” etc.

Here we are in 2017 and FPI has been discontinued in favor of the ASD. The new neocon venture lists
members such as leading Democrats national security adviser for Joe Biden and Hillary Clinton Jake
Sullivan, Obama CIA director Mike Morrell, and Obama Ambassador to Russia Mike McFaul. Calling
itself “a bipartisan, transatlantic initiative,” and funded generously by the German Marshall Fund, its
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Republican neocons are led by William Kristol and Michael Chertoff. Democrats within ASD delight in
having common cause with GOP neocons because of their shared loathing of Donald Trump. The
potential enemies of these individuals would be Iran and Russia.

Why war? The answer isn’t hard to decipher. War always leads to larger government, increased
indebtedness, moral decline, and cries for internationalism. These were common goals of the now-
defunct PNAC and FPI, and now the ASD. Then-German Chancellor Willy Brandt (a secret Communist)
announced the creation of the German Marshall Fund in a speech at Harvard University in 1972. A U.S.-
based organization, the GMF is headquartered in Washington D.C. from which it will fuel the efforts of
the new ASD and other highly questionable ventures.

Learn more how the neoconservatives are changing American politics and take action by getting
involved with The John Birch Society today.

 

John F. McManus is president emeritus of The John Birch Society. This column appeared originally at the insideJBS blog and is
reprinted here with permission.
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