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A Return to the Republic: a Game Plan for Donald Trump
The following statement was solicited and
then aired, along with the thoughts of
others, via the nationwide “Connecting the
Dots” radio program on November 22, 2016.
We were asked what advice would we give
to incoming President of the United States
Donald Trump.

 

Mr. Trump, I suggest that you add to your
goal of making America great again the
following statement: “America became
great, not because of what government did,
but because of what government was
prevented from doing by the U.S.
Constitution.”

You should consider that, were the Constitution fully adhered to, the federal government would shrink
to 20 percent its size and 20 percent its cost.

To questions asking what you intend to do after your inauguration, you should say, “I am not going to
do as much as people might expect. Instead I shall use all the proper powers of the presidency to undo
much of what government now does. And what I intend to undo, to abolish, are all agencies,
departments, and bureaucratic monstrosities that are not authorized by the Constitution.”

Among the federal agencies that should be abolished are the Departments of Education, Energy,
Interior, Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and many of those issuing handouts of
various kinds. You should arrange to have the U.S. military and the U.S. Border Patrol take on whatever
responsibilities have been assumed by the Department of Homeland Security.

One by one, all agencies of the federal government that have been created and empowered by
presidential Executive Orders should be abolished. The most egregious of these is the federal
Environmental Protection Agency, a monster created via an Executive Order written by President Nixon
in 1970. The EPA was never voted into existence by Congress.

America has not won a war since 1945 when victory was achieved in World War II. No victory in Korea,
in Vietnam, in Iraq, in Afghanistan, and elsewhere. Why? Because our nation submits to rules and
regulations mandated by the United Nations and its controlled stepchild NATO. For this reason and
many more, the United States should withdraw from the United Nations at the earliest possible time. A
measure to accomplish this goal, H.R. 1205, has been introduced in the House of Representatives and it
should receive presidential support.

Proper attention should be given to the very first sentence in the Constitution that states, “All
legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States….” That means no
law making is proper if made by presidential Executive Order or by a Supreme Court decision. Any law
enacted outside of the legislative branch must be declared null. One good example needing termination
is the Supreme Court decision Roe v. Wade that has legalized the taking of 60 million lives since 1973.
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Presidential power must be employed to have a thorough audit of the Federal Reserve, something that
hasn’t been done in the Fed’s more than 100 years of existence. Congress would welcome the help of
the president to get this done. Once audited honestly and thoroughly, moves should be undertaken
toward abolishing this unconstitutional engine of inflation. The path toward creating precious metal-
backed currency should be laid out and followed.

Various job-destroying entanglements in which our government has placed the nation should be
terminated. This means exiting NAFTA, CAFTA, the World Trade Organization, and others.

Let me say again: “America became great not because of what government did, but because of what
government was prevented from doing by the Constitution.”

Mr. Trump, I will continue to pray that you accomplish all your legitimate goals, only some of which I
have listed in this brief statement.

 

John F. McManus is president emeritus of The John Birch Society. This column appeared originally at the insideJBS blog and is
reprinted here with permission.
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