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A Republican Showdown?
They say that, in politics, “overnight is a
lifetime.” In other words, the journey from
triumphant hero to discredited scapegoat
can be very brief.

In the wake of the Republicans’ triumphs in
last November’s elections, great hopes are
being held out that Republican control of the
House of Representatives can slam the
brakes on Barack Obama’s march toward a
completely government-controlled economy
and ruinous deficit spending.

The first big step toward that goal could be
forcing the Obama administration to cut
back on spending, as the price of raising the
national debt ceiling, which will be
necessary early on in this new Congress, if
the federal government is not going to be
forced to shut down for lack of money.

Much of the runaway spending in Washington has been a spending of money that the government
doesn’t have in the till, by borrowing money through the sale of government bonds — in other words,
running up a record high national debt.

Because there is a legal limit on how much national debt the government can create, the spending has
to be cut back or the debt ceiling increased by Congress. Otherwise, the government is going to have to
shut down many of its operations for lack of money.

Some people see this as a golden opportunity for the new Republican majority to gain concessions from
the Obama administration, as the price for going along with an increase in the national debt. It sounds
logical. But logic is not always the dominant factor in politics.

The last time the government shut down, back during the Clinton administration, the Republicans were
riding high as a result of their capture of the House of Representatives — where all spending bills must
originate — for the first time in decades.

Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich seemed to hold all the high cards. But the government shutdown
ruined Republicans politically.

Congress had increased the amount of money appropriated for the government to spend, though not by
as much as President Clinton wanted. So it was Clinton who shut down the government, though it was
the Republicans who got blamed.

Sometimes it doesn’t matter who holds the high cards, if the other side plays their cards better.

Today, the Republicans don’t hold as many high cards as they did back during the Clinton
administration. How did they lose then — and what are their chances of losing now, if they try to force
serious concessions from the administration, and Obama calls their bluff by daring them to shut down
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the government?

Often, in politics, it doesn’t matter what the facts are. What matters is how well you make your case to
the voting public.

Back in 1995, Bill Clinton and the Congressional Democrats, with the aid of the media, pounded away
on the theme that the Republicans had “cut” government programs, even where the Republicans had
appropriated more money than these programs had ever had before.

What Republicans had cut was the amount that Clinton had asked for. You might think that this was a
fairly obvious difference and that this could be explained to the public. But the Republicans failed to do
so effectively.

It was painful to watch various Republican spokesmen come on television and talk about discrepancies
between Congressional Budget Office statistics and statistics from the Office of Management and
Budget. This might have been fascinating stuff in a seminar on accounting, but it was like Greek to
many TV viewers.

If the Republicans cannot be bothered to put in the time and the hard work required to develop an
effective articulation of their case, then they deserve to lose. But the country does not deserve to have
disastrous policies continue.

While the case for having the government play Santa Claus is easier to make, the opposite case is by no
means impossible to make. Radio talk show hosts from Rush Limbaugh to Sean Hannity and many
others make that case every day, in plain language that anyone can understand.

If Republicans still do not appreciate the enormous importance of articulation, then forcing a shutdown
of the government can be another political disaster for them. So can caving in to Obama.

To find out more about Thomas Sowell and read features by other Creators Syndicate columnists and
cartoonists, visit the Creators Syndicate web page at www.creators.com. Thomas Sowell is a senior
fellow at the Hoover Institution, Stanford University, Stanford, CA 94305. His Web site is
www.tsowell.com.

COPYRIGHT 2011 CREATORS.COM

https://thenewamerican.com/author/thomas-sowell/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by Thomas Sowell on January 11, 2011

Page 3 of 3

Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.

https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/thomas-sowell/?utm_source=_pdf

