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A Meaningless Sop for Conservatives
In a classic example of political
grandstanding, the House of
Representatives passed a meaningless vote
last week in opposition to Barack Obama’s
illegal executive order on immigration.

The proposed legislation would ostensibly
thwart Obama’s plan to shield millions of
illegal aliens from deportation. It passed the
House by a vote of 219-197, with every
Republican in the House supporting it and
most Democrats opposing it.

And as both sides knew at the time, it won’t mean a thing. The measure now goes to the Senate, where
lame-duck Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) has made it clear he will not allow it to come to a vote.

So why all the fuss? The vote was a charade orchestrated by House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) so
conservative legislators could boast about it to their supporters, all the while making sure nothing will
threaten the spending compromise Boehner had arranged.

Time is running out for Congress to pass a spending bill. Unless it does something in the next two days,
the federal government won’t have the authority after Dec. 11 to spend any money or pay any of its
bills. That possibility is viewed in Washington as an unmitigated disaster. Most Americans seem blithely
unaware of the issue.

So how will our legislators solve the mess they have created for us? Why, the same way they always do
— with another weak-kneed compromise that doesn’t do anything to reduce our gargantuan
government. You can bet your bottom dollar, if you’ll forgive the expression, that it will be more of the
same old same old.

The compromise that Boehner has arranged is a continuing resolution that will fund every federal
agency until September, with one exception. The appropriation for the Department of Homeland
Security, the agency that will implement Obama’s executive order on immigration, will last only until
February. That will toss this political hot potato into the lap of the new Congress.

Or to put it another way, the measure will give the Obama administration the money it needs to begin
implementing Obama’s executive order right away. As Rep. Tim Huelskamp (R-Kan.) pointed out, “It’s
looking less and less likely there’ll be any significant response at all to the president’s executive
amnesty.” He said that trying to block the plan next year will be too late, warning: “It will be a done
deal by then.”

The midterm elections last month were a massive refutation of Obama’s policies. You’ll remember the
president said that while his name wasn’t on the ballot anywhere, his policies were — every one of
them.

Republicans focused on the two most unpopular policies: Obamacare and immigration. And in election
after election, for the Senate, the House and hundreds of state races, they sent Democratic candidates
down to stunning defeat. The latest example of this occurred last Saturday, when voters in Louisiana
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chose Bill Cassidy, the Republican challenger, to replace Mary Landrieu, the three-term Democratic
incumbent. The runoff wasn’t even close; Cassidy won by a hefty 12-point margin, 56 percent to 44
percent.

Cassidy’s victory means Republicans gained nine Senate seats in the midterm elections. When the new
Congress convenes in early January, they will enjoy a 54-seat majority.

With control of both branches of Congress, will Republicans finally start living up to their campaign
promises? With these mealymouthed compromisers in charge, I wouldn’t count on it.

Until next time, keep some powder dry.
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