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Report: Top FBI Official Wants More Warrantless Spying
on Americans

AP Images
Paul Abbate

A top official at the FBI wants agents to
increase FISA warrantless surveillance of
Americans, WIRED magazine has reported.

“Obtained by WIRED, an April 20 email
authored by FBI deputy director Paul Abbate
to employees states: ‘To continue to
demonstrate why tools like this are essential
to our mission, we need to use them, while
also holding ourselves accountable for doing
so properly and in compliance with legal
requirements.’ [Emphasis his.]”

Abbate’s message continued, “I urge
everyone to continue to look for ways to
appropriately use US person queries to
advance the mission, with the added
confidence that this new pre-approval
requirement will help ensure that those
queries are fully compliant with the law.”

As WIRED noted, the FBI disputed the magazine’s reporting on Abbate’s email and pointed to the
recent reauthorization of FISA warrantless surveillance mechanisms by Congress.

The policies in question are authorized by Section 702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act.

As The New American’s constitutional scholar, Joe Wolverton II, J.D., has pointed out, FISA is a very
concerning “potential violation of the Fourth Amendment.”

“FISA allows for secret surveillance and wiretapping of American citizens without the requirement of
probable cause,” wrote Wolverton. “The Fourth Amendment, however, demands that searches and
seizures must be conducted upon obtaining a warrant based on probable cause, supported by oath or
affirmation.”

Read more of Wolverton’s analysis of FISA here.

https://www.wired.com/story/fbi-section-702-us-person-queries-email/#
https://thenewamerican.com/us/politics/is-meaningful-reform-enough-to-end-fisas-assault-on-the-fourth-amendment/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/dennis-behreandt/?utm_source=_pdf
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and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.
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