llewAmerican

Written by D. Michael DeRidder on June 24, 2024

NASA Delays Boeing Starllner Return to Earth

The National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) Commercial Crew
Program — NASA’s government-commercial

by NASA leaders to delay the return of
astronauts Barry “Butch” Wilmore, and Suni
Williams:

Leaders from @NASA and
@BoeingSpace are adjusting the June
26 return to Earth of the Crew Flight
Test mission with @NASA Astronauts
Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams from = g -
@Space_Station. This adjustment Chris Hadfield/X
deconflicts from a series of spacewalks

while allowing mission teams time to

review propulsion system data and

assess any additional testing

opportunities. Mission managers are

evaluating future return opportunities

following the station’s two planned

spacewalks on June 24 and July 2.

They had previously planned for Wilmore and Williams to return to Earth on June 25, stating on X:

Teams from @NASA and @BoeingSpace are targeting NET 10:10pm ET June 25 for the
undocking of the #Starliner spacecraft from @Space Station, landing early June 26 at White
Sands Space Harbor in New Mexico.

NASA Commercial Crew Program manager Steve Stich stated in a NASA mission blog update:

We are taking our time and following our standard mission management team process....
Starliner is performing well in orbit while docked to the space station.... We are
strategically using the extra time to clear a path for some critical station activities while
completing readiness for Butch and Suni’s return on Starliner and gaining valuable insight
into the system upgrades we will want to make for post-certification missions.

The update noted that the two astronauts have plenty of time to return to Earth, as the station has
enough supplies and the schedule is open in the near future:

Wilmore and Williams remain integrated with the Expedition 71 crew, assisting with station
operations as needed and completing add-on in-flight objectives for NASA certification of
Starliner.... The crew is not pressed for time to leave the station since there are plenty of
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supplies in orbit, and the station’s schedule is relatively open through mid-August.

Canadian retired astronaut Chris Hadfield said the delay was a “joyful bonus,” allowing Wilmore and
Williams extra time in space and allowing the International Space Station crew to complete more work:

Suni and Butch (in blue) are staying longer than planned up on the Space Station while the
spacewalking schedule and their @Boeing return spaceship’s snags get sorted out. It’s a
joyful bonus for them to have extra time in space, helping the ISS crew get more work done.
Landing currently planned for 2 July - via parachute and airbags into New Mexico.

Suni and Butch (in blue) are staying longer than planned up on the Space Station while the
spacewalking schedule and their @Boeing return spaceship's snags get sorted out. It's a
joyful bonus for them to have extra time in space, helping the ISS crew get more work done.
Landing... pic.twitter.com/uXT9HpNkCm

— Chris Hadfield (@Cmdr Hadfield) June 22, 2024

Page 2 of 3


https://x.com/Cmdr_Hadfield/status/1804531266613584329
https://twitter.com/Boeing?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/uXT9HpNkCm
https://twitter.com/Cmdr_Hadfield/status/1804531266613584329?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://thenewamerican.com/author/dderidder/?utm_source=_pdf

llewAmerican

Written by D. Michael DeRidder on June 24, 2024

Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access

= : Exclusive Subscriber Content
THE VAX = | L Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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