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Lecturer “No Longer an Employee” at KU After He Called
for Killing Trump Voters
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Dr. Phillip W. Lowcock is “no longer an
employee” at the University of Kansas (KU)
after being placed on administrative leave
following remarks he made calling for
political violence during a lecture earlier
this semester. Lowcock was recorded on
video stating, “We can line all those guys up
and shoot them,” in reference to men who
allegedly are choosing to vote for former
President Donald Trump instead of Vice
President Kamala Harris in the upcoming
presidential election because Harris is a
woman.

Senator Roger Marshall (R-Kan.) spoke with KU’s chancellor’s office, and called for Lowcock’s “swift
termination” in a post on X. Marshall confirmed earlier today that Lowcock is no longer an employee at
KU, stating in a post on X:

UPDATE: I am glad to report that the professor who called for men to be ‘lined up and shot,’
declaring open season on people who don’t plan to vote for Kamala Harris, is no longer an
employee at KU.

KU Provost and Executive Vice Chancellor Barbara A. Bichelmeyer announced Lowcock’s departure
from KU, emphasizing that, though free expression of ideas is essential to the function of the university,
academic freedom is “not a license for suggestions of violence.” She stated in a memo posted on KU’s
website:

Dear Colleague,

On Wednesday we became aware of a video that showed a KU instructor making a highly
inappropriate comment in his classroom suggesting violence against individuals for their
personal views. Upon learning of the video, we immediately met with the instructor and
placed him on administrative leave.

I am writing today to inform you that the instructor has left the university. We are working
to identify a new instructor to assume responsibility for his classes, and we are working with
the students impacted by this change.

The instructor has apologized to me and other university leaders, and he deeply regrets the
situation. He has explained to us that his intent was to emphasize his advocacy for women’s
rights and equality, and he recognizes he did a very poor job of doing so.

The free expression of ideas is essential to the functioning of our university, and we fully
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support the academic freedom of our teachers as they engage in classroom instruction.
Academic freedom, however, is not a license for suggestions of violence like we saw in the
video. While we embrace our university’s role as a place for all kinds of dialogue, violent
rhetoric is never acceptable.

It’s no secret that higher education and, more broadly, our society continue to grapple with
issues of free speech, care and respect for others, and civic engagement. The world is what
we make of it. Please use this unfortunate event as an opportunity to reflect on these topics
and the role each of us plays in our academic community.

Respectfully,

Barb

Barbara A. Bichelmeyer
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