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Biden Op-ed Calls for SCOTUS Term Limits

In an op-ed published by The Washington
Post, President Biden called for U.S.

Supreme Court (SCOTUS) reforms and a
constitutional amendment in response to the
recent SCOTUS ruling on presidential
immunity. Although Biden said he respected
the separation of powers doctrine, he called
for extensive restructuring of SCOTUS,
stating:

I served as a U.S. senator for 36 years,
including as chairman and ranking
member of the Judiciary Committee. I
have overseen more Supreme Court AP Images
nominations as senator, vice president

and president than anyone living

today. I have great respect for our

institutions and the separation of

powers.... That’s why — in the face of

increasing threats to America’s

democratic institutions — I am calling

for three bold reforms to restore trust

and accountability to the court and our

democracy.

Biden called for a constitutional amendment that would remove presidential immunity for actions in
office, stating:

First, I am calling for a constitutional amendment called the No One Is Above the Law
Amendment. It would make clear that there is no immunity for crimes a former president
committed while in office. I share our Founders’ belief that the president’s power is limited,
not absolute. We are a nation of laws — not of kings or dictators.

Biden also called for 18-year SCOTUS term limits, with a new justice being appointed every two years,
stating:

Second, we have had term limits for presidents for nearly 75 years. We should have the
same for Supreme Court justices. The United States is the only major constitutional
democracy that gives lifetime seats to its high court. Term limits would help ensure that the
court’s membership changes with some regularity. That would make timing for court
nominations more predictable and less arbitrary. It would reduce the chance that any single
presidency radically alters the makeup of the court for generations to come. I support a
system in which the president would appoint a justice every two years to spend 18 years in

Page 1 of 3


https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/07/29/joe-biden-reform-supreme-court-presidential-immunity-plan-announcement/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/07/29/joe-biden-reform-supreme-court-presidential-immunity-plan-announcement/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/07/29/joe-biden-reform-supreme-court-presidential-immunity-plan-announcement/
https://thenewamerican.com/author/dderidder/?utm_source=_pdf

llewAmerican

Written by D. Michael DeRidder on July 30, 2024

active service on the Supreme Court.

In response to accusations of ethics violations against Associate Justices Clarence Thomas and Samuel
Alito, Biden called for a “binding code of conduct,” stating:

Third, I'm calling for a binding code of conduct for the Supreme Court. This is common
sense. The court’s current voluntary ethics code is weak and self-enforced. Justices should
be required to disclose gifts, refrain from public political activity and recuse themselves
from cases in which they or their spouses have financial or other conflicts of interest. Every
other federal judge is bound by an enforceable code of conduct, and there is no reason for
the Supreme Court to be exempt.
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access

= : Exclusive Subscriber Content
THE VAX = | L Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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