
Covid Related? Choose one.            Complaint #: 23 MED 368 

         
Screening Date(s): 9/19/2023   Type: Screening  Atty Screener: Peich Kiesling 
 
Screening panel members (if applicable): Chou, Gerlach 
 
 
Screening Date(s): Enter/select date   Type: Choose one  Atty Screener: Click to enter text 
 
Screening panel members (if applicable): Click to enter text 
       
 

 
 

 or 

 

Priority: Choose one Direct to Paralegal? ☐ Y  ☐ N 
   

Team:   Choose one Case Advisor: Click to enter text   
    

Category: 

☐ Advertising ☐ Fraud/Deceptive Practice ☐ Substance Abuse/Impairment 

☐ Caregiver ☐ Inappropriate Contact ☐ Unlicensed Activity 

☐ Discrimination ☐ Miscellaneous  ☐ Unprofessional Conduct 

☐ Diversion of Contr. Sub.    ☐ Negligence/Incompetence  ☐ Unsafe Prescribing of Contr. Subst.  

☐ Earnest Money/Trust Acct ☐ Prescriptive Practice  ☐ Violation of Related Law 

       
Citation(s): 
  

Click to enter text 

           
 
Notes: 
  

Click to enter text 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
#2941 (9/20) 

Closed w/o Investigation on: 9/19/2023 Reason for closure: SD  

Opened for Investigation on: Enter/select date Reason for bypass (if applicable):  Choose one 



Case Summary
Case Number Status Track Priority Team

23 MED 368 Complaint Received Death of patient

Screening 
Code Screening Description

Bypass 
Code Bypass Description

Case Associate(s) Role

Case Note(s) Text
Intake Description
07/28/2023

Respondent allegedly labeled the patient as DNR and overdosed her on morphine.

General Note
08/08/2023

Granted 2-wk extension to R's Atty.

General Note
08/24/2023

timely response rec'd, ready for screening.

Case Event Description
07/26/2023 DOE Received Complaint on
07/28/2023 Case Number Assigned on
07/28/2023 Scrng Records & Resp Req
07/28/2023 CaseStatus Email Sent to Complainant.
08/24/2023 Ready to Screen

Legacy Case Violation Citation Alleged Prosecuted
Final 
Hearing

Violation 
Type Auth Comment

Respondent(s) Credential Number Attorney(s) XRef Cases ?
Shokar, Gavin S 73805-20 (Active) (Medicine and Surgery, MD) Guse, Randall Yes

Complainant(s) Source Attorney(s)
Speid, Lorna UNKNOWN

Patient
 

                                   run:8/24/2023 7:12:52 AM report:CaseSummary user:andrzjxkwv                       

                                              23 MED 368   1/1



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF 
SAFETY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

CREDENTIAL HISTORY REPORT

LICENSE NO. PROFESSION STATUS GRANT DATE RENEWAL BY DATE

73805-020 MEDICINE AND SURGERY ACTIVE 07/29/2020 10/31/2023

NAME: GAVIN S. SHOKAR ADDRESS:

DOB: 

OPT OUT Y

HISTORY EVENTS BY DATE

DATE EVENT TYPE COMMENTS FJ

01/23/2022 ENDORSEMENT SENT Illinois Dept of Financial & Professional Regulation N

07/29/2020 LICENSEGRANTED License granted. N

07/29/2020 FROMAPPLICATIONMETHODINFOR
MATION

Application 722781 by method OLAS-MED-
ENDORSEMENT

N

05/26/2020 ENDORSEDFROM Endorsed from USMLE N

03/31/2012 GRADUATEDFROM Graduated from Ross University School of Medicine N

run:8/24/2023 7:09:59 AM report:CredentialHistoryReport user:ACCOUNTS\andrzjxkwv



Case Associates:

Medicine and Surgery, MD

Respondent allegedly labeled the patient as DNR and overdosed her on morphine.

Complaint Received

Case Status:

Code/Statute Cite:

Complaint Received 7/26/2023

Closing Reason/Description:

Respondent Status:

Case Categories:

License # & Reg Type:Complaint Number: 23 MED 368

Intake Description:

73805-20

MED 10.03(2)(b)

Case Associates:

Medicine and Surgery, MD

OIG Referral: Patient was admitted for Anemia/blood loss, did not meet the inpatient criteria 
and lab work was not monitored appropriately.  R allegedly engaged in practices that do not 
meet the standards of practice, federal regulations or both.

Opened for Investigation

Case Status:

Code/Statute Cite:

Open for Investigation 5/18/2023

Closing Reason/Description:

Respondent Status:

Case Categories:

License # & Reg Type:Complaint Number: 23 MED 166

Negligence/Incompetence,Unprofessional conduct

Intake Description:

73805-20

InvestigatorBrandee Godfrey
AttorneyColleen Meloy
ParalegalAngela Slaney
Case AdvisorEmily S. Yu

Case Associates:

Medicine and Surgery, MD

Respondent allegedly labeled the patient as DNR and overdosed her on morphine.

Closed at Screening

Case Status:

Code/Statute Cite:

Closed 1/18/2022

Case closed w/o InvestigationClosing Reason/Description:

Respondent Status:

Case Categories:

License # & Reg Type:Complaint Number: 21 MED 509

Intake Description:

73805-20

Gavin S. Shokar
RESPONDENT CROSS-REFERENCE REPORT



Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services 
DIVISION OF LEGAL SERVICES AND COMPLIANCE 

Mail To: P.O. Box 7190               Ship To: 4822   Madison Yards Way 
 Madison, WI 53707-7190  Madison, WI 53705 
FAX #: (608) 266-2264 Email: dsps@wisconsin.gov 
Phone #: (608) 266-2112 Website:  http://dsps.wi.gov 

 
COMPLAINT FORM 

 
            Due to Wisconsin Open Records Laws, confidentiality cannot be guaranteed, and in 

most cases your name will be disclosed to the person or business complained of 
so that they can respond to the matter. 

   
   Complaint ID : 2023018537  
 
                                            Created Date : 7/26/2023 12:58:00 PM 
 
                               Complaint Category :  Health 
 
      Profession  : Medicine & Surgery, Doctor of Medicine (MD),                    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Complaint filed by:  
 
 DR LORNA                               [Middle Name]                      SPEID 

  
Address:   
 
     
 
County: 
 
    

 
City: 
 

 

 
State: 
 

 
 
Zip Code: 
 
92130 

 
Email Address: 
 

 
 
Primary Phone # : 
 

 

 
Secondary Phone # : 
 
[Secondary Phone Number] 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Complainant information:  
                                                                              
[Complainant First Name]                [Complainant Middle Name]         [Complainant Last Name] 

 
Address:   
 
[Complainant Address] 
 
County: 
 
[Complainant County] 

 
City: 
 
[Complainant City] 

 
State: 
 
Wisconsin 

 
Zip Code: 
 
[Complainant Zipcode] 

 
Email Address: 
 
[Complainant Email Address] 

 
Patient Information:  
 
[Patient First Name]               [Patient Middle Name]                        [Patient Last Name] 

 
Address:   
 

[Patient Contact Information] 
 
Is Patient Deceased? 
 
[IsPatientDeased] 

 
Patient Date of Birth 
 
[Patient Date Of Birth] 

 
Patient Date of Death 
 
[Patient Date of Death] 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Attorney Information:  
 
[Attorney First Name]                             [Attorney Middle Name]                 [Attorney Last Name]                

 
Address:   
 
[Attorney Address] 
 
County: 
 
[Attorney County] 

 
City: 
 
[Attorney City] 

 
State: 
 
Wisconsin 

 
Zip Code: 
 
[Attorney Zip Code] 

 
Email Address: 
 
[Attorney Email Address] 

 
Primary Phone # : 
 
[Attorney Primary Phone Number] 

 
Secondary Phone # : 
 
[Attorney Secondary Phone Number] 

 
Licensee1 Information:  
 

GAVIN                       S.               SHOKAR                
 
Address:   
 

St Elizabeth Hospital 
 
County: 
 
UNKNOWN 

 
City: 
 
UNKNOWN 

 
State: 
 
Wisconsin 

 
Zip Code: 
 
54915 

 
Email Address: 
 
[Licensee Email Address] 

 
Primary Phone#: 
 
[Licensee Primary Phone Number] 

 
Secondary Phone#: 
 
[Licensee Secondary Phone Number] 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Licensee2 Information: 
 

[Licensee Two First Name]             [Licensee Two Middle Name]           [Licensee Two Last Name] 
 

Address:   
 
[Licensee Two Address] 
 
County: 
 
[Licensee Two County] 

 
City: 
 
[Licensee Two City] 

 
State: 
 
Wisconsin 

 
Zip Code: 
 
[Licensee Two Zip Code] 

 
Email Address: 
 
[Licensee Two Email Address] 

 
Primary Phone#: 
 
[Licensee Two Primary Phone Number] 

 
Secondary Phone#: 
 
[Licensee Two Secondary Phone Number] 

 
Licensee3 Information:   
 
[Licensee Three First Name]           [Licensee Three Middle Name]     [Licensee Three Last Name] 
 
Address:   
 

[Licensee Three Address] 
 
County: 
 
[Licensee Three County] 

 
City: 
 
[Licensee Three City] 

 
State: 
 
Wisconsin 

 
Zip Code: 
 
[Licensee Three Zip Code] 

 
Email Address: 
 
[Licensee Three Email Address] 

 
Primary Phone#: 
 
[Licensee Three Primary Phone Number] 

 
Secondary Phone#: 
 
[Licensee Three Secondary Phone Number] 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Licensee4 Information:  
 

[Licensee Four First Name]                [Licensee Four Middle Name]      [Licensee Four Last Name]  
 
Address:   
 

[Licensee Four Address] 
 
County: 
 
[Licensee Four County] 

 
City: 
 
[Licensee Four City] 

 
State: 
 
Wisconsin 

 
Zip Code: 
 
[Licensee Four Zip Code] 

 
Email Address: 
 
[Licensee Four Email Address] 

 
Primary Phone#: 
 
[Licensee Four Primary Phone Number] 

 
Secondary Phone#: 
 
[Licensee Four Secondary Phone Number] 

 
Licensee5 Information:  
 

[Licensee Five First Name]       [Licensee Five Middle Name]              [Licensee Five Last Name]   
 
Address:   
 

[Licensee Five Address] 
 
County: 
 
[Licensee Five County] 

 
City: 
 
[Licensee Five City] 

 
State: 
 
Wisconsin 

 
Zip Code: 
 
[Licensee Five Zip Code] 

 
Email Address: 
 
[Licensee Five Email Address] 

 
Primary Phone#: 
 
[Licensee Five Primary Phone Number] 

 
Secondary Phone #: 
 
[Licensee Five Secondary Phone Number] 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Business1 Information:  

 
[Business Name] 

 
License Number 
 
[Business Licence Number] 

 
Address:   
 

[Business Address] 
 
County: 
 
[Business County] 

 
City: 
 
[Business City] 

 
State: 
 
Wisconsin 

 
Zip Code: 
 
[Business Zip Code] 

 
Email Address: 
 
[Business Email Address] 

 
Primary Phone#:  
 
[Business Primary Phone Number] 

 
Secondary Phone#: 
 
[Business Secondary Phone Number] 

 
Business2 Information:  

 
[Business Two Name] 

 
License Number 
 
[Business Two Licence Number] 

 
Address:   
 

[Business Two Address] 
 
County: 
 
[Business Two County] 

 
City: 
 
[Business Two City] 

 
State: 
 
Wisconsin 

 
Zip Code: 
 
[Business Two Zip Code] 

 
Email Address: 
 
Wisconsin 

 
Primary Phone#: 
 
[Business Two Primary Phone Number] 

 
Secondary Phone#: 
 
[Business Two Secondary Phone Number] 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Business3 Information:  

 
[Business Three Name] 

 
License Number 
 
[Business Three Licence Number] 

 
Address:   
 

[Business Three Address] 
 
County: 
 
[Business Three County] 

 
City: 
 
[Business Three City] 

 
State: 
 
Wisconsin 

 
Zip Code: 
 
[Business Three Zip Code] 

 
Email Address: 
 
[Business Three Email Address] 

 
Primary Phone#: 
 
[Business Three Primary Phone Number] 

 
Secondary Phone#: 
 
[Business Three Secondary Phone Number] 

 
Business4 Information:  

 
[Business Four Name] 

 
License Number 
 
[Business Four Licence Number] 

 
Address:   

 
[Business Four Address] 
 
County: 
 
[Business Four County] 

 
City: 
 
[Business Four City] 

 
State: 
 
Wisconsin 

 
Zip Code: 
 
 
[Business Four Zip Code] 

 
Email Address: 
 
 
[Business Four Email Address] 

 
Primary Phone#: 
 
[Business Four Primary Phone Number] 

 
Secondary Phone#: 
 
[Business Four Secondary Phone Number] 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Business5 Information:  

 
[Business Five Name] 

 
License Number 
 
[Business Five Licence Number] 

 
Address:   
 

[Business Five Address] 
 
County: 
 
[Business Five County] 

 
City: 
 
[Business Five City] 

 
State: 
 
Wisconsin 

 
Zip Code: 
 
[Business Five Zip Code] 

 
Email Address: 
 
[Business Five Email Address] 

 
Primary Phone#: 
 
[Business Five Primary Phone Number] 

 
Secondary Phone#: 
 
[Business Five Secondary Phone Number] 

 
Site/Project  Information:  

 
[Project Name] 
 
Address:   
 
[Project Address] 
 
County: 
 
[Project County] 

 
City: 
 
[Project City] 

 
State: 
 
Wisconsin 

 
Zip Code: 
 
[Project Zip Code] 
 



 
 
 
 
1. When did the incident occur (If you do not know the exact date, make as close an estimate as 
possible)? 
 
 
 
12 October 2021 to 13 October 2021 when the patient succumbed to the errors, negligence and 
incompetence of DR SHOKAR. 
____________________________________________________________________________________  

2. Where did the incident occur (include town/city/village/county)?  
 
 
 

St. Elizabeth Hospital 1506 S Oneida St.   
____________________________________________________________________________________  

3. Have you tried to resolve this matter? If so, please provide details.   
 

  The  family has made many concerted efforts to resolve this matter, with a view to protecting other 
patients in the care of this physician.   
____________________________________________________________________________________  

4. If your complaint is, or has been, under consideration by another agency or court please provide that 
information.   
 

  
 
 
 N/A   
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. Who else has information related to this incident? Provide names, addresses, email addresses and phone 

numbers for those persons.   
 
 
    

 
 cellphone for   

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

6. Describe the incident. Include as much specific information as possible. Attach additional pages if 
needed. Attach copies of any relevant documents or evidence such as contracts, photographs, 
medical records, billing statements, personal notes, pill bottles, etc. It is very important that you do 
not dispose of any information or evidence even after you have filed a complaint. 



 
  
Ms.  was making a recovery by the time that Dr. Shokar and Ms. McInnis took over her 
care on 12 October 2023. It is very likely that she would be alive today if Dr. Baum had not left 
her in Dr. Shokar’s care, when he left on a 3 week vacation on that date. 
Given the circumstances of Dr. Shokar inserting Do Not Resuscitate in the medical notes on 13 
October 2021 after an 8 am local time call to the family, and his prescribing of Morphine, 
Lorazepam, Insulin thereafter, the administration of this series of medications that would cause 
Ms.  death could not reasonably have been accidental.  She had already been dosed-up 
with high amounts of Dexmedetomidine (Precedex), which caused her respiratory system to be 
depressed. The respiratory depression was further amplified by the addition of Lorazepam, and 
then Morphine was administered to cause her death, which occurred quickly after the second 
Morphine dose, although I must stress that the first dose was enough to kill Ms. . The 
second dose was administered to assure her death.  
In closing, Dr. Shokar is not a competent or trustworthy physician and should not be treating 
patients. His deliberate falsification of the death certificate to state that the patient died from 
natural causes, and secondary to COVID19 infection, instead of as a result of the deliberate 
administration of Morphine at a lethal dose, and in a way that could only bring about the 
patient’s death, denotes a dishonesty and lack of integrity that disqualifies him from being 
licensed to practice medicine.   
Furthermore, Dr. Gavin Shokar is not a physician who should continue to be licensed to provide 
medical care to patients, supervised or unsupervised.  He is a danger to every patient whose care 
he is placed in charge of. In fact, it is appalling that he has still continued to practice after 
causing the death of Ms.  on 13 October 2021.  It is high time that this situation is 
rectified, and Dr. Shokar’s license is revoked.  
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  
 
#102DLSC (Rev. 8/15)  
 

 







     

   

  

               
        

                 
              

                  
  

                
                  

                
                

      

                     
                   

               
            

               
                

                  

          

 
  

  

 

    
        

  
   
   

 
     

       
 

      
      

    
    

       
   

     
     

    
  

 

     
        

      
     

      
      
      

    
     

     

      
       

      
      
        

      
     

    
       

     
    

       



     

       
     

      
     

     
       
  

       
     

   
    

 
        

      
      
   

 

     
    
     

     
     

      
       

       
      
       

        
       

      
  

       
     

 
     

 

    
    

    
   

     
       

       
   

    
     

    
     

    
  

      
       

    
        

    
      

      
      

       
       

     
    

      
    

     
     



 

    
 

    

   
  

 
     

   
     
     

 

     
     

    
     

     
   

      
     

    
     

      
   

      
    
     

    

 

     
      

      
    

      
   

  
      

      
     

       
      

      
     
       

    
     

      
    
      

     
 

      
     

      
     

     
       

      
       

       
     
      

       
      

       
       

     
     

     
     

     
     

     
      

    
        

       
      

         



          
              

          
         

     

              
                 

                  
             

          

           
              

                
                 
              

                   
                 

                
     

                
                

               
                

   

                  
               

                
                    

              

               
            
                

           
              

               
                

             

 





            
             

    
            

            
          

 
                  

             
                

                  
               

              
                
      

                  
              
    

               
               

                
                

               
               
              

       
             

          
               

       
           

                
           

               
            

            
              

        

 





      

        
      

    

    

 











 
     

               
              

                
         

 

        

     
         
       
         
       

   
       
  
       
  
         

      
    

       
 

             

            
            

               
 

 



    

  
                

               
                

              
                

                   
                

                 
                  

          

  
               

              
            
            

             
               
                    

               

                  
             
          

          
                  

    

  
                 

  

  
        

          
         

         
            

   

     

 



            
             

                
               

                 
                

          

   
       

  
           

            
     

         
          

            
        

        
          

         
       

         
          

        
            

      

     

               
           

              
                

                  
                     
                 

            
               

 



  
          

     
           

      

     

             
                 

                   
                  

          

    

               
             
             
              

               

  
    

               
             

           
            

              
       

     

 
           

               
           

        

 
              

               
              

                

 









         

                  
                

             
                

               
                
            

               
             

               
                
   

                
                

              
             

                
              

     

      

    
         

      
   

      
 

 

            
                 

                
                

                 
  

               
               
       

                        

 



     

    

         
      

   
    

  
   

   
 

  
 

  
  

 
  

 

            
                

           

   
        
     

    

  
 
 

             

        

  
  

 
 

 
  

               
       

    

    

         
      

   
      

  
  

   
  

 

 



      

    

         
      

   
      

  
  

   
  

 

           
                 

            
             

               
   

      

    

         
      

   
        

   
    

   
 

            
                 

                  
                

             

      

    

         
      

   
         

    
    
   

   
 

 





         

      

    
        

    
  

     
  

 

  
  

  

 
  

 

            
             

      

    
         

      
   

         
     

   
    

   

     

               
           

                   
             

   
    

    

     

    

   
    

 

















     

               
                  

            

                 
         

               
        

      

                   
                

       

        

           

               
             

                
              

   

            
                

           

              
                  

               
                 

                 
                 

              
   

                  
              

 



 
         

           
     

    
     

 

      
        

     
      

         
        

     

              
         

      
  

              

       
 

 





  
   

 



   

 

 

   

      

  

  
   

  
       

  







    

                 

                    
                 

         

     

       

                    

               
                    

                

               
             

            

             

                

                    

                   
    

                   

                  

                      

                    

                    

                  

                   
                  

                   
  

                     

                   
         

                   
 

    

                     
           

         

      

  



  

   

          

 





                

                      

   

                    
               

             
               

              

    

              
              

           
            
           

                 
              

           
           

    
              

           
            

         
               

    
            

  
           

 
           

 
        
               

     
          

    
           
               

           
             

         

               

 



                 

            

  

           

   

               

              

             

           

     

  

    
      

     
                

                 
    

       
                
                

      
          

                 

            
        

                  
             

               

    
   

    
           
             
           
              

      

  
  

                
         

 



    

   

     
               

  

               
               

           

    
           
               

  
              

            
                

    
      

     
           
              

      
              

   
               

    

     
    

    

     

               
   

             
       

           
            

 
             

 

 



     

     

        

    

       

            
                
                 

 
               

                
   

              
       

                
            

                 

       

      

    

      

             

             

       
           
      
            
              
        
       
         
            
             

            
          
         
               

 



      

       

            
             

   

      

                

             

                 

          

  

                  
           
          

               
      

              
            

            

 

                
               

   

               

 

                
          

                
             

           
                  

            
    

               
            

          

           
            
 

             
            

             
      

 



              
       

             
   

                
       

               
              

    
      
      

                  
                 

                 
               

   

     

    

    

    

              
            

              
               

       
                

               
 

                 
    

            
      

              
         

             
           

             

    

      

            

            

 



           
 

              
             

             
 

               
                

        

        

     

  

               
              

    

   

        

     

  

                
              

     

             
 

            
           

               
            

               
                

         
            
                   

 
             

 

          

    

 



                 
   

            
       

   

     

   

               
            

 

     
              

        

   

     

  

               
         
     

           
            

    

              

         

               
       

            

   

      
             

        
          
             

  
            

 



               
             

            
      

 

           

             

             

              

         

              

          

              

        

                

          

          

              

                  

 

      

               

          

         

      

 



                 

    

              

      

                

   

                 

        

      

            
               

   

                
    

       

              
      

              

               
        

              

           

              
  

            

                

        

     

     

               

                  

 



                

      

    

              

              

 

                 

     

               

               

                

                

                

 

                

 

               

                

               

                

             

               

                

                 

               

 

                 

               

     

         

         

             

          

  

 



  

   

 













  

      

          

      

       
   

       
        

    

 



                

 

  
 

  
 

  
 

 

 

 

  
 

 
        

       
            

 
 

  

     

     

         

 
  

     

      
  

 

     

      

      

 

 
   

  
     

 
  

 

 

   
   

  







 
              

   
 

 
   

       
        

 
 

 
  

      
       

 
 
   
      

          
       

    

 
 

        
          

  
  

    
 

  
  

     
 

   
     

 



 
         

 
     
  

 
      

          
 

 
 

  

 
  

    
  

   
   

       
         

  
     

 
 

      

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
      

 



 
         

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 
  

        

 
  
 

 
  

        
 

  
   

  
           

 
 

  
 
 

       

 



 
         

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

        

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
       

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

        

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
     

 
 

 
 

 
        

 



    

  

   

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

    

   

   
  

     

   

     



 
           

 
 

 
 

 
    

     
      

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

      

 
 

      

 
 

 
 

  
    

   
     

 
 

      

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

      

 



 
          

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

      

 
 

 
 

 
  

     
       

   
  

  
        

         

   
  

  

       
          

  
  

 
   

    
     

   
  

 



     

  

   

 

     
       

    

 

 

  
 

 

 

 
  

    
  

    
     

 

     
    

    

 

   

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
  

 
 

 

      
    





 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
   

  
  

 

   
  

   

   
   

    
   
 

   
  

   
   

   
    

   
 

  
  

 
     

 
  

 
  

 

 
 

     

  
  

    
      

    

 



     

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   
   

 

  

  

 
  

    
     

  

    
     

  

    
     

  

    
     

  

    
     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 
         

             

          
 

 
     

    

    
    

    
 

      
       

  
  

 
     
      

  
 

 
 
 

  
    

   
       
      

 

























































  
    

 



    
  

  

   
      

   

 
        
  

   
           

            
  

      
          

       

             
              

           
           
             

          
          

     

 





  
          

 

  
     

  
   

      

           
        

   
            

          

  

  
             
 

 

   

 



















 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

  

   

   

 

 

 

   

  
  

   
   

 

    
     

    
   

    
    

    
   

   
  

     
 

   
    

 
    

   
    

 



 
 

     
    

     
    
   

     

    

     

     
   

     
     

     
    

      

     
 

     

     

  

      

      

   

    
    

     
       

    

 



 

 

   
   

   
    

    
   

   
    

          
 

 
 

  

 

   

  

   
   

   
    

    
   

   
    

     
    



 

 

 

  
  

   
   

 
  

 

 

     
     
     

     
      

   
      

      
    

      

      
     

     
      





1

Andrzejczak, Jaclyn - DSPS

From: Andrzejczak, Jaclyn - DSPS
Sent: Friday, July 28, 2023 10:10 AM
To:
Subject: DSPS Complaint No. 23 MED 368, Shokar MD - RESPONSE REQUIRED
Attachments: Shokar MD Complaint_Redacted.pdf; Certification of Records.pdf

Importance: High

Dear Dr. Shokar, 
 
The Division of Legal Services and Compliance provides enforcement services to the credentialing boards attached to the 
Department of Safety and Professional Services (Department) and to the Department for the credentials that it directly 
issues.  The regulatory authority that issued your credential has requested that you provide a response to the attached 
complaint filed against you. 
 
Patient:   
 
You are required to provide the following: 
 

1. A detailed written response to the allegations brought against you to include a description of the treatment 
provided to the patient. 

 
2. Certified electronic copies of all relevant treatment records from 10/1/21 – 10/13/21. A standard certification 

form is attached or you may use one of your own.  If the total cost for certified copies exceeds $200.00, please 
contact me via email before processing this request. 
 

Wis. Stat. § 146.82(2)(a)5 grants the Department access to medical records for the purpose of performing this review 
unless those patients are private pay patients who have submitted the proper denial of access form prior to your receipt 
of this letter. Therefore, you do not need a signed consent form in order to release medical records to the Department. 
 
You must submit your response by August 11, 2023.  We encourage you to submit all materials electronically via email 
to Jaclyn.andrzejczak@wisconsin.gov or fax (608) 266‐2264.  Again, cooperation and a timely response to requests from 
the department, or attached board, is required pursuant to Wisconsin statute and/or administrative code.  Failure to 
timely respond may have adverse consequences, which includes discipline of your credential, as identified per statute 
and/or administrative code provisions.   
 
If we do not receive your response by the deadline established above, a decision may be made based on the information 
currently in our possession (and additional action may be taken against your credential as a result of your failure to 
respond in a timely manner to our requests).  Information to include the complaint files against you (and, assuming you 
send a response, your response to the complaint), will be reviewed by a screening panel comprised of members of the 
board and a Department attorney. The screening panel will determine whether the complaint will be formally opened 
for investigation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jaclyn Andrzejczak 
Consumer Complaint Program Associate – Senior 
Dept. of Safety and Professional Services 
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 August 23, 2023 
 
 
 
Via Email:  Jaclyn.Andrzejczak@wisconsin.gov 
Jaclyn Andrzejczak 
Consumer Complaint Program Associate – Senior 
Dept. of Safety and Professional Services 
Division of Legal Services & Compliance 
PO Box 7190  
Madison, WI 53707 
 
 RE: DSPS Complaint No. 23 MED 368, Gavin Shokar MD 
  Our File No. 230145 
 
Dear Ms. Andrzejczak: 
  
 Please be advised that we have been retained to represent Dr. Gavin Shokar regarding 
the above-referenced matter. 
 
 This matter represents the second complaint filed against Dr. Shokar arising out of 
the care and treatment Dr. Shokar provided to . The previous matter, 21 MED 
509, was dismissed without a formal investigation. I have attached the closeout letter for 
your review. 
 
 As you may recall,  was admitted to St. Elizabeth’s Hospital on October 
6, 2021 suffering from acute respiratory failure. Although she was stabilized upon admission, 
she died on October 13, 2021 related to complications of Covid-19.  Dr. Shokar has 
tremendous sympathy for the family due to this loss.  The complaint includes numerous 
allegations, but only one issue related to Dr. Shokar.  That issue seems to be the use of 
Morphine to control an agitated tachypnea.  Context concerning Ms.  care and 
treatment at St. Elizabeth Hospital will be important.  The use of Morphine was indicated and 
really the only available treatment at the time in question. 
 
 Dr. Shokar is a board-certified family practice physician specializing in hospital-based 
medicine.  He was on the pulmonary unit from January to September 2020 at Christus Trinity 
Mother Francis Hospital in Tyler, Texas, when Covid was at its peak in Texas.  He became 
truly knowledgeable and experienced regarding the care and treatment of Covid-19 patients 
during that time.   
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 Dr. Shokar’s first contact with Ms.  was on October 12, 2021.  She had been 
admitted to the hospital on October 7, 2021.   
 
 Dr. Shokar reviewed the physician progress notes prior to his involvement in order 
to be up to speed on this patient.   was described as a high-functioning Down 
Syndrome patient with obstructive sleep apnea and obesity.  Her healthcare power of 
attorney was activated on October 8, 2021.  Her mother was the first designated agent and 
her father the second.  The following is a chronology of relevant events based on Dr. Shokar’s 
review of the chart. 
 

• October 6, 2021.  Dr. Beck’s history and physical reflects that the father 
reported the whole family is not vaccinated and went to a Christian concert in 
Oshkosh.  There were about 3,000 people indoors and the majority were not 
masked.  “The dad thinks she probably caught the virus from there.”  A couple 
days after that, September 28,  started experiencing a runny nose and 
then developed a fever and decreased appetite and was sleeping more.  The 
assessment was acute hypoxic respiratory failure apparently secondary to 
viral Covid-19 pneumonia.  The father was told and understood that they were 
not going to offer treatments utilized by the frontline physicians. 

 
• October 7, 2021.  Dr. Zeimet, an infectious disease physician, evaluated Ms. 

 and determined that she was likely on day 10 or 11 of symptom onset.  
Dr. Zeimet noted that the family was following the “misinformation of the 
frontline physicians with their vitamin cocktails and Ivermectin, but clearly 
that did not really help her.  She continued to decompensate and subsequently 
was brought in.”  He discussed with the father different modalities for 
treatment, including Remdesivir.  Although she was not really qualified for it, 
the father indicated that he did not approve of its use with his daughter.  She 
did not qualify for use of convalescent plasma, the Monoclonal antibody or 
Regeneron.  Her treatment of choice was Dexamethasone.   They discussed the 
possible use of Tocilizumab, although at that time she did not meet the criteria.  
The father was going to do his own research on the drug in case it was 
recommended for his daughter if things worsened.  

 
• October 8, 2021.  A nurse noted that the patient’s father wanted to prove that 

the patient was getting better and did not need BiPAP.  The RN removed BiPAP 
per his request and placed the patient on Vapotherm.  Ms.  quickly 
desaturated to 85% and the BiPAP was replaced. 
 

• October 8, 2021.  The hospitalist, Dr. Baum, noted that the patient had 
clinically worsened overnight as her oxygen requirement had gone up.  She 
had to be started on a Precedex drip due to anxiety and was struggling against 
the BiPAP.  Her father had questions about getting BiPAP at home so that he 
could take his daughter home.  He had not decided if he would agree to 
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intubation.  Dr. Baum told the father that he needed to make a decision in case 
things would worsen suddenly.  The father said he could not make a decision 
yet.   
 

• October 8, 2021.  Dr. Zeimet wrote a progress note on this date which included 
the following: 
 

“The patient’s dad is quite antagonistic with me.  
He believes in the frontline doctor stuff and does 
not really believe or trust us here in the 
healthcare setting, which I think is going to be the 
detriment to his daughter to be honest.” 

 
 Dr. Zeimet pointed out that he thought that she might benefit from the 

Tocilizumab drug, but the patient was in the middle of the 24-hour window for 
its use and the father had not completed his research about it. 

 
• October 8, 2021.  Dr. Marada, a pulmonologist, documented that the patient 

had been started on Precedex the night before for agitation.  The Precedex had 
to be discontinued though due to an episode of bradycardia.   

 
Dr. Marada indicated that he discussed with the parents, prognosis and 
oxygenation.  He indicated “unfortunately their understanding about CPAP 
ventilation we are using and the oxygen supplementation are different.  They 
think that her home CPAP machine is good enough and they think that nasal 
cannula oxygen is better than what we are giving now.  We tried to explain to 
the best of my ability, but they have their own concepts.”  He told the father 
about the need to intubate if oxygen saturation cannot be maintained above 
90% with 100% FIO2 and adjusting the BiPAP.  “At this point, he did not make 
a decision.” 

 
• October 9, 2021.  The infectious disease physician, Dr. Zeimet noted the 

following: 
 

“Yesterday when I saw this patient and spoke 
with her dad, I explained to him that we had a 
very limited window to consider use of 
Tocilizumab and he was going to do additional 
research on this though he had almost 24 hours, 
prior as well as I talked to him about it.  At this 
time, this patient is now outside the window for 
clinical utility of this drug and this drug will not 
be utilized.” 
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  He noted overall, “…prognosis is quite guarded at this junction.” 
 

• October 9, 2021.  The pulmonologist noted that the patient remained on BiPAP 
with settings of 15/10 100% FiO2.  “She will desaturate fairly rapidly if the 
mask is removed…”  He expressed concern about the ability to prone the 
patient due to behavioral issues.   

 
• October 9, 2021.  A nursing note reflected that the father was in the room with 

the patient since admission and had repeatedly yelled at the nurses on all 
shifts and tonight had accused the nurses of lying about the severity of his 
daughter’s status.  When attempting to educate him on medications and 
patient care, he stated “I am not going to take any of your guff.  You are here to 
follow my commands.  Parent shows ongoing, blatant disrespect of nurses.”   

 
• October 10, 2021.  An RN documented that the father continues to be difficult 

with staff, including rude statements about care.  He was interfering with 
pump alarms.  Repeated attempts to provide education were not accepted.  He 
wanted all alarms turned off at bedside, but was informed this was not safe.   

 
• October 10, 2021.  Dr. Leonard, the pulmonologist, noted the patient remained 

on BiPAP.  He also noted the patient did have her father in the room previously 
and, given her Down Syndrome and young age, he was initially allowed to stay 
in the patient’s room for the first several days, “but sounds like there was some 
chronic concern by nursing staff about abusive behavior and he was asked to 
leave this morning.”  Dr. Leonard documented that the patient was quite calm 
when he saw her, and more conversant than she had been when seen the day 
before.  He also documented “my hope is to avoid intubation, but I am losing 
hope on this.”   

 
• October 11, 2021.  Dr. Baum, the hospitalist prior to Dr. Shokar, noted that the 

patient was on low dose Precedex and they were trying to titrate her off of 
that.  She was on high-flow oxygen through BiPAP.   

 
• October 11, 2021.  Dr. Zeimet noted that Dr. Leonard was not “overly 

encouraged that we are going to be able to provide this patient [sic] from 
getting intubated.”  Blood cultures had been negative over 72 hours.  She 
remained in respiratory failure.  She was outside the window for Tocilizumab. 
“Her father did not ever get back with me on Friday to consider use of this drug 
and now we are more than 72 hours from when she was overtly 
decompensated.”  She remained on Dexamethasone.  She was also outside the 
clinical utility for Remdesivir, convalescent plasma or the Monoclonal 
antibody. 
 

• October 11, 2021.  A chest x-ray demonstrated worsening pulmonary opacities 
bilaterally.  They were described as “extensive”. 
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• October 12, 2021.  An RN notified Dr. Shokar at 1356 that the patient was 

turned from a prone position to supine and that the O2 sats were 78-85% and 
not recovering.  A stat ABG was ordered and respiratory therapy was to adjust 
BiPAP settings.   

 
• October 12, 2021.  At 1440, a nurse noted that the patient’s mother would 

confer with the patient’s father and give a decision regarding the code status 
as patient was currently a do not intubate, but a full code.  Clarification was 
needed.   

 
• October 12, 2021.  At 1700, a nurse noted that the parents were updated by 

Dr. Shokar of the patient’s low oxygen saturation.  “Parents do not want 
intubation as previously indicated.” 

 
• October 12, 2021.  Dr. Shokar’s afternoon note about Ms.  indicated that 

the patient’s oxygenation saturations had deteriorated, requiring increasing 
BiPAP yet still her oxygenation was in the low 80s.  Dr. Shokar spoke to  
and  and had a family conference with  and his children 
regarding intubation versus leaving her on BiPAP versus comfort care.  This 
conference was over 60 minutes to answer all questions that were posed “and 
counseled as best as possible in regard to the unfortunate situation.”  He 
implored them to make a decision as soon as possible in regard to consent for 
intubation.  He discussed the futility of CPR if they were not going to approve 
intubation in the setting of a patient with lung disease and ongoing hypoxia.  
“It seems that all parties understood what was discussed.  Again, they will 
reconvene with an answer shortly.”   
 

• October 12, 2021.  Dr. Shokar noted that the patient was hyperventilating, 
possibly from anxiety which would impair her oxygenation.  For that reason, 
the Precedex was continued.  Proning was encouraged. 

 
• October 13, 2021.  Dr. Shokar’s morning note indicated that she was unable to 

wean to 90% FIO2 as she would desaturate to the 80s.  She was agitated, so 
her Precedex was increased and she was starting to pull out her PICC line and 
remove the mask.  She had been able to be prone for an hour here and there 
overnight, but they were having less success proning her for more than 20-30 
minutes as she returned to her side per nursing report.  

 
• October 13, 2021.  Dr. Shokar had a discussion with the family for roughly half 

an hour to an hour in regard to code status and feeding options.  Restraints 
had been necessary due to her agitation with the understanding that they 
would be removed as soon as possible.  After the discussion the day before, 
they decided on a do not intubate status.  They discussed once again the futility 
of doing CPR with a DNI and the family agreed to not pursue resuscitation via 

-
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CPR in the event of respiratory arrest leading to a cardiac arrest.  If there was 
a deterioration in hypoxia without reversibility for a prolonged period of time, 
they would discuss comfort care.  

 
• October 13, 2021.  At 1750, an RN documented that the patient’s saturation 

was 54 with proning.  Position was changed with no recovery in the saturation.  
The father was updated on Facetime that the O2 saturation had dropped to the 
40s.   
 

• October 13, 2021.  Dr. Zeimet saw the patient on October 13, 2021, and noted 
that she was on maximum BiPap measures and she was desaturating down to 
81%.  He noted “it appears that she is slowly losing the battle with the BiPAP.  
She was at that point not a candidate for any approved or experimental 
treatments.  As her cultures were negative, there was no indication for 
treatment with antibiotics. 

 
The pulmonologist, Dr. Gandev, indicated “pulmonary does not have much to 
offer.”  She was BiPAP dependent and unable to increase oxygen saturation 
above 86%.  The family opted for DNR and DNI status.  “Considering the poor 
prognosis, it looks like the course of action that family has chosen will be most 
appropriate for the patient.  We will focus on the comfort.” 

  
Her labs were revealing an increasing inflammatory response with an elevated CRP 

and D-dimer as well as a fever of 101°.    The family agreed to a feeding tube due to concerns 
about the potential for malnutrition.   
 

The nursing notes indicate that Ms.  respiratory rate was 54 at 1500, 52 at 
1600 and 47 at 1730 on maximum oxygenation.   
 

The Precedex was discontinued the afternoon of the 13th due to her reducing heart 
rate.   Her respiratory rate was in the mid-50s.  The only option was to administer 2 mg of 
Morphine IV push as Ms.  could not tolerate a respiratory rate in the 50s for any period 
of time.   
 

After the Morphine was administered, Dr. Shokar was in the patient’s room 10-15 
minutes.  Her oxygenation had improved and she appeared to be stable.  Her pulse oximetry 
reflected oxygenation in the 90s.  He was not on the unit when the patient apparently lost 
her pulse.  Pursuant to the family’s decision, no CPR was performed.  Dr. Shokar spoke to the 
father for approximately one hour the next day to answer any further questions.   
 
 The Morphine was indicated under the circumstances because of the 
hyperventilation.  There was no other medical alternative to improve her oxygenation by 
reducing her tachypnea.  2 mg of Morphine was a low dose under the circumstances. 
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 The complaint also suggests that  was on a maximum dose of Precedex.  In fact, 
the Precedex was being weaned at the time and had been discontinued prior to the 
administration of Morphine.  She had received Lorazepam previously in the day, which had 
not been effective in resolving her agitation. 
 
 It should be noted that of the three medications referenced in the complaint, the only 
medication ordered by Dr. Shokar was the morphine. Dr. Shokar did not place any orders for 
Lorazepam or Precedex. 
 
 It is also important for the Medical Examining Board to take into consideration the 
credibility of the individual filing this particular complaint and similar complaints against 
David Beck, M.D. and St. Elizabeth’s Hospital. 
 
 Lorna Speid is not a medical doctor and she clearly comes to the table with an agenda.  
I have provided you a small sampling of Ms. Speid’s social media postings.  Ms. Speid is an 
individual who uses her position as a social media influencer to spread disinformation 
regarding several aspects of the Covid-19 pandemic.  She subscribes to the theory that 
protocols were developed and treatment decisions were financially motivated and not 
developed for the purposes of providing the best health care to patients that was possible at 
the time and under the circumstances encountered by health care professionals.  As an 
example, Ms. Speid espouses a theory that hospitals had financial incentives to place patients 
on ventilators and that hospitals made more money off the deaths of patients than keeping 
them alive.  (Please see attached Exhibit A, Hospitals . . . Killing Fields.)  Lorna Speid is also a 
vocal advocate against vaccinations for Covid-19.  (Exhibit B, The Noble Lie is . . . “Their 
Truth”.) 
 
 Dr. Shokar and all the other doctors and nurses who provided care for  
did everything within the standard of care to preserve  life.  They should not 
be subjected to further investigations and have their professional reputations impugned by 
individuals such as Lorna Speid who thrive off of the disinformation and outright lies they 
perpetuate through social media and other news outlets.  Should the Medical Examining 
Board choose to proceed with a further investigation in this matter, such an investigation 
lends credibility to individuals such as Lorna Speid and others who profit off the 
disinformation they spread.   
 
 Certainly, it is tragic for this family to have lost their daughter.  However, the death 
was not due to any fault on the part of Dr. Shokar or any other healthcare provider.  Dr. 
Shokar’s options were limited when faced with a patient who was in such extreme 
respiratory distress due to tachypnea.  He utilized the appropriate treatment for a hospitalist 
in treating that condition. 
  
  



Jaclyn Andrzejczak 
August 23, 2023 
Page 8 
 

On behalf of Dr. Gavin Shokar, I respectfully request that this matter be closed without 
further investigation. 
 
       Very truly yours, 
 
       OTJEN LAW FIRM, S.C. 
 
       
 
 
       Randall R. Guse 
RRG/mjt 
Enclosures 
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Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services  
Division of Legal Services & Compliance  
4822 Madison Yards Way 
PO Box 7190  
Madison WI  53707-7190  
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

   
 

Email: dsps@wi.gov 
Phone: 608-266-2112 

Fax: 608-266-2264 
 

      Tony Evers, Governor 

Dawn B. Crim, Secretary 

 
 

 
 
 
LORI GENDELMAN 
OTJEN GENDELMAN ZITZER JOHNSON & WEIR SC 
20935 SWENSON DR STE 310 
WAUKESHA, WI 53186 
 
 
 

RE:  Complaint # 21 MED 509   
 
 
Dear Attorney Gendelman: 
 
 
This letter is to inform you of the results of the complaint filed against the professional license of your 
client, Gavin Shokar, by .   
 
The details of the complaint and other materials were reviewed and evaluated by a screening panel.  
Screening panels include members of the relevant profession and/or a department attorney.  Based on 
their review and evaluation of the complaint, a decision has been made by the screening panel not to 
take any action based on this complaint. 
 
Thank you for your patience as we considered this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Complaint Intake Unit 
Dept. of Safety and Professional Services 
Division of Legal Services and Compliance 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 20, 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 





From: Tessman, Lisa M - DSPS
To: rguse@otjen.com
Subject: Complaint Closed 23 MED 368 - Shokar
Date: Thursday, September 21, 2023 8:38:00 AM
Attachments: Shokar Closeout Letter - 23 MED 368.pdf

Please see attached.
 
Lisa Tessman
Consumer Complaint Program Associate
Dept. of Safety and Professional Services
Division of Legal Services & Compliance
PO Box 7190 / Madison, WI 53707
 
 

mailto:lisa.tessman@wisconsin.gov
mailto:rguse@otjen.com
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Email: dsps@wi.gov 
Phone: 608-266-2112 


Fax: 608-266-2264 
 


      Tony Evers, Governor 
Dan Hereth, Secretary 


 
 


 
RANDALL GUSE 
OTJEN LAW FIRM, S.C. 
20935 SWENSON DR STE 310 
WAUKESHA WI 53186-2057 
 
 
 


RE:  Complaint # 23 MED 368 
 
Dear Attorney Guse: 
 
 
This letter is to inform you of the results of the complaint filed against the professional license of your 
client, Gavin Shokar, by Lorna Speid.   
 
The details of the complaint and other materials were reviewed and evaluated by a screening panel.  
Screening panels include members of the relevant profession and/or a department attorney.  Based on 
their review and evaluation of the complaint, a decision has been made by the screening panel not to 
take any action based on this complaint. 
 
Thank you for your patience as we considered this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Complaint Intake Unit 
Dept. of Safety and Professional Services 
Division of Legal Services and Compliance 
 
 
 
 
 
 


September 21, 2023 
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Phone: 608-266-2112 

Fax: 608-266-2264 
 

      Tony Evers, Governor 
Dan Hereth, Secretary 

 
 

 
RANDALL GUSE 
OTJEN LAW FIRM, S.C. 
20935 SWENSON DR STE 310 
WAUKESHA WI 53186-2057 
 
 
 

RE:  Complaint # 23 MED 368 
 
Dear Attorney Guse: 
 
 
This letter is to inform you of the results of the complaint filed against the professional license of your 
client, Gavin Shokar, by Lorna Speid.   
 
The details of the complaint and other materials were reviewed and evaluated by a screening panel.  
Screening panels include members of the relevant profession and/or a department attorney.  Based on 
their review and evaluation of the complaint, a decision has been made by the screening panel not to 
take any action based on this complaint. 
 
Thank you for your patience as we considered this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Complaint Intake Unit 
Dept. of Safety and Professional Services 
Division of Legal Services and Compliance 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 21, 2023 
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